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Introduction

Following up a proposal made already in TSG SA WG1 when the handover from GERAN and UTRAN to the LTE was discussed, T-Mobile International would like to use the occasion offered by this workshop to re-iterate the considerations made there and to propose a possible approach to the standardization of the handover. 

Considering that:

· GSM coverage is ubiquitous whereas LTE coverage will be restricted to certain key areas only, at least for some time;

· The likelihood of handing over a call from GSM to LTE is generally low 
· Operators may want to redirect the voice traffic to the GSM network which is optimized for it (see TDoc LGW-070021)
· The GSM to LTE Handover will require modifications (however small) to the GSM network

· The LTE to GSM Handover procedures can be created alongside the rest of the LTE specifications thus being fully integrated

· Both handovers from GSM to LTE and viceversa need to be standardized
T-Mobile would like to make the following proposal.

Proposal

If prioritization is necessary for the sake of completing the work in a timely manner, then the priority should go to the LTE to GSM Handover.

The LTE to GSM handover should be optimized while the GSM to LTE handover may be performed in a best effort fashion if the complexity to get this handover performed with the same quality of a GSM to GSM handover is too high. In other words, the GSM to LTE handover should be standardized keeping in mind the need to balance the costs in terms of required upgrades of the GSM infrastructure and the likelihood of such handover to take place. 
