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T3 would like to inform EP SCP that it is aware of a potentially blocking backward compatibility problem between its EP SCP TS 102 221 based specifications, 3GPP TS 51.011 R4 and TS 31.101/31.102 R99 to R6, and GSM 11.11 compliant SIM cards and terminals. This is due to differences in the implementation of the lower layer of the T=0 protocol between these two sets of standards. The attached CRs have been proposed to 3GPP T3 #26 Plenary meeting to address those issues. T3 has decided to postpone consideration of the attached documents since it was informed that another proposal addressing this same issue has been made to EP SCP and is on the agenda of EP SCP WG1 #6 meeting. 

T3 reminds EP SCP that its 3G specifications have been based on EP SCP 102 221 for over 3 years and that implementations based on the current SCP standards are likely to be present on the field. The original intention of 3GPP T3 was that TS 51.011 compliant cards and terminals would behave exactly like their GSM 11.11 counterparts, and that TS 31.102 compliant terminals would communicate with older SIM cards. It is the understanding of T3 that the interested parties were aware of these issues, which explains why no problems have yet been reported from the field.

T3 understands that resolving the above issues at the EP SCP level might compromise original intentions behind the current SCP standards or might have unwanted side effects on other EP SCP based specifications. T3 acknowledges that it should have been its responsibility to ensure proper backward compatibility of its SCP based standards with the previously existing GSM 11.11 generation and offers its assistance to EP SCP in addressing the matter. Therefore, T3 kindly asks EP SCP to be informed of any action it might undertake to resolve the above issue and to provide guidance on any action that might be needed on its side.

Actions:

To EP SCP, EP SCP WG1: To consider the attached documents, to inform T3 of any action it undertakes that might affect its specifications and to advise whether further action is necessary on the T3 side.

Date of next T3 Meetings:

	T3#27
	May 20-23, 2003
	Sapporo, Japan

	T3#28
	August 19-22, 2003
	Singapore


