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Valediction; Dr Klaus Vedder 

The retirement at this meeting of Dr. Klaus Vedder as Chairman of 3GPP T3 marks the end of his term of distinguished service to the ETSI and 3GPP communities, in his role as chairman of SIMEG, SMG9 and T3.
Regretably, other commitments have prevented my regular attendance at T3 over the last three years, but previously I had served as vice-chairman of SMG9, and valued greatly our mutual professional respect.
Like Klaus,  I was one of the original members of SIMEG in the late 1980's when all aspects of the SIM were undefined.  Those were innovative and exciting times,  and the good foundations for the specifications established then have given to GSM the sound basis in the SIM on which to build security and Value Added Service capabilities.
Since becoming chairman some [14] years ago Klaus has given the committees great clarity of direction and purpose, and been equally adept at managing both technical and political issues.  
It was always a pleasure to participate in meetings under the skilled chairmanship of Klaus which is always non-partisan.  Perhaps a greater pleasure was to join him for a beer late into the night. 
I am sure that many previous members of SMG9, and especially those from the formative years of GSM, would wish to join me in offering sincere thanks to Dr. Vedder and to wish him well in his future career.
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