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The development of the UICC API by the SCP WG3 has led to significant changes compared to the original SIM API design in order to make the UICC API more flexible, more future-proof, less resource-consuming and less implementation-dependant than the SIM API. With the first version of the UICC API being made available with the release 6 of the SCP specifications, we now have two choices for the release 6 of the SIM API : 

· Base the Rel-6 SIM API (and all further releases) entirely on the UICC API as planned from the beginning, this however will make the Rel-6 SIM API no more compatible with the Rel-5 SIM API, due to the previously mentioned changes, it will on the other hand allow the SIM API to benefit automatically from all the current and future functional and design improvements made on the UICC API ;

· Keep the Rel-6 SIM API (and all further releases) backward compatible with the Rel-5 SIM API, this will allow to load and run without any change the existing Rel-5 (and previous) applications on a Rel-6 card, but it will also prevent the SIM API from evolving with the UICC API : the two API will have to be maintained in parallel, and the SIM API will not be able to benefit from all the current and future evolutions made to the UICC API.

Knowing the importance of backward compatibility to reuse the existing applications, and bearing in mind the benefits of the new UICC API design, the T3 is asked which choice would be preferred for the Rel-6 SIM API implementation.
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