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Discussion Document

on bearer related topics

The USIM Transport Protocol work item, first launched in T3, has recently been moved to SCP. Work is now going on this topic in an SCP specific AdHoc. 

As network operators and infrastructure manufacturers attendance is more limited in SCP than in T3, and since 3GPP will be the primary user of the above mentioned protocol, some points might be better handled by having a discussion within T3. The AdHoc group has currently identified the following questions that they would like to discuss together with operators and infrastructure equipment manufacturers. Any input on these topics will be appreciated.

1) Can 2 applications establish a logical connection sharing the same physical link?

2) When using the Bearer Independent Protocol, can the connection use an already opened physical link, or will it always open a new one? In the first case, how can the desired behavior be specified?

3) In order to be able to set up a logical link, does the requesting entity need to be able to establish a physical link first?

4) In a BIP connection, does the ME send its TERMINAL RESPONSE to the card before or after it handles buffer size negotiation with the remote entity?

5) Is it possible to obtain information from the received packets on the IP/UDP level, and not just the payload? (This could possibly simplify the protocol by using existing fields)
6) What are the typical internal transmit/receive buffer sizes? (Did the manufacturers agree on a standard?)
7) More generally, how are the "critical" cases handled (remote disconnection, possible receive buffer overruns, possible data ecorruption between ME/UICC...) (This could be useful when discussing the flow control/checksum implementations)
We would like to thank T3 in advance for setting aside some time to discuss these issues.

