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EP SCP is currently developing a Card Application Toolkit specification based on 3GPP TS 31.111 though independent of the specific radio access technology. In this process EP SCP discovered an incoherence in the specifications TS 31.111 and TS 11.14.

The problem concerns the coding of the APN which is described as follows in the different specifications:

+
in TS 31.111:

· section 6.6.27.2, the coding description of the OPEN CHANNEL proactive command related to GPRS, the APN coding is as follows:

 “The Access Point Name parameter is a URL (see 8.48) which provides information to the ME necessary to identify the Gateway GSN (GGSN) which provides interworking with an external packet data network. “

· section 8.48, the URL coding is defined as follows:

“the data used for the URL shall be coded as defined in RFC 1738 [24] on using the "SMS 7bit default alphabet" with bit 8 set to 0 . “

+ in TS 23.003:

· section 9 and its subsection, the definition and coding of an APN is defined as follows:

“In the GPRS backbone, an Access Point Name (APN) is a reference to a GGSN. “

“The syntax of the APN shall follow the Name Syntax defined in RFC 2181 [14] and RFC 1035 [15]. “

According to the above statements, it can be concluded that an APN is not a URL and that their coding is different.

The solution adopted by EP SCP on this matter is to allocate in the Card Application Toolkit (Cat) specification TS 102.223 a new Simple TLV object Network Access Name, which is radio access technology independent. The coding of this object would have to be defined in the Radio Access Technology specific toolkit specifications. For GSM and 3G, EP SCP suggest to refer to the Access Point Name information and coding.

EP SCP would be pleased to look into this matter further together with 3GPP T3. 










