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While 3G in many countries is delayed for one year or more, the UICC is already developed and first products are on the market. The UICC offers several interesting new functions, such as an extended phonebook, graphics and new bearer capabilities for downloads. SCAG proposes to define UICC on GSM functionalities.

From: GSMA SCAG

TO: 3GPP T3 and SCP

1 Introduction

While 3G in many countries is delayed for one year or more, the UICC is already developed and first products are on the market. The UICC offers several interesting new functions, such as an extended directory, graphics and new bearer capabilities for downloads. 

2 The UICC

The UICC is the SIM Platform for 3G, but it reflects also the progress in Smart Card technologies. It is specified and first products are already on the market. It offers many new functions which gives value for the user, e.g.:

· The architecture with the UICC (Universal Integrated Circuit Card) as a common platform and SIM and USIM as applications paves the way for multi application Smart Cards and m-commerce applications.

· Extended bearer capabilities (GPRS and data) to the card are the enablers for solutions with larger OTA data downloads.

· The phonebook can allocate longer name strings, more then one phone number to one name and in addition an email address 

· Graphical images to be displayed e.g. as a logo.

3 Solution

It is not excluded by the standard to use the new architecture already in generation 2 and 2.5 networks. This would open the field for services, which are foreseen for the third generation. The most important prerequisite is, that GSM handsets support all the new UICC functionality’s. This would need additional requirements for the handsets to support the new data fields and commands in the UICC. 

4 Proposal

SCAG proposes to promote an “UICC on GSM” initiative. All the new features of an UICC shall be accessible for GSM subscribers. 

5 Request from 3GPP T3 and SCP

SCAG requests 3GPP T3 and SCP for technical advice (impact on authentication and functionalities), how to implement the UICC in an existing GSM infrastructure with an optimal usage of the new functionality, under the condition that this cards later on can also be used for 3G.
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