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For discussion: Handling of Global Phonebook in the UICC 

A UICC can provide a DF-Phonebook under DF-USIM or under DF-Telecom or at both locations at the same time. 

If there is a global phonebook under DF-Telecom only, i.e. no local phonebook under DF-USIM, the first bit of EF-UST has to be set to 0 (meaning: no local phonebook). There is no means to indicate that instead a global phonebook is available. What will the terminal do?

Implicitely it is assumed, that in this case the terminal would search for a global phonebook or has already done so before USIM selection, but this is not described anywhere. 

Now, as the terminal's reaction in this situation is not clear, there is a risk that terminals might assume that there is no phonebook at all. The global phonebook would never be found and not even ADNs would be available to the user.

The UICC specification TS 102.221 does not mention the phonebook and also TS 31.102 gives no real guidance, therefore a clarification of this issue seems to be necessary.

There are several ways to solve the problem, three of which shall be mentioned here:

a) A new bit (global phonebook) could be added to EF-UST. It would clearly indicate that there is a global phonebook on the UICC, and the ME could react accordingly. Some additional statements in section 5.3.1 "Phone Book Procedures" would support a defined behaviour of MEs. A reference to the global phonebook can well be regarded as a USIM characteristic, so it would perfectly fit into EF-UST.

b) Section 5.1.1.2 "USIM Initialisation" could include a statement that if service n°1 in EF-UST is set to 0, the ME shall search for a global phonebook under DF-Telecom.

c) Alternatively, a related clarification could go into TS 102.221 to require a terminal to search for a global phonebook under DF-Telecom (if this is present) prior to selecting an application. Section 14.5 "Miscellaneous Procedures" might be the appropriate place.

As such solutions would rather be a correction or clarification than an addition or modification, it should be possible to get them into R99 in order to help early 3G terminals to operate correctly.

3GPP T3 and ETSI EP SCP are asked to discuss this matter and take the appropriate actions. 
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