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In a 3G ME:

· USIM used for 3G access

· USIM used for 2G access

· SIM not used

In a 2G ME:

· SIM used to 2G access

· USIM not used

Problem

If the SIM specification is frozen at Release 99 :

· Only corrections and editorial modifications can be made

· New features for 2G operators can not be added to the SIM specification

· New features can be added to the USIM but can never be used in a pure 2G environment (i.e. 2G ME, SIM, HLR etc)

· As seen during T3 ad-hoc #28, security requirements require that the AuC/HLR must be upgraded when USIMs are deployed, i.e. one operator cannot only deploy USIMs with 2G MEs supporting it, he needs also to upgrade his network infrastructure

· Some features have been added to the USIM that are “G independent”, but can only be used by 2G operators if they upgrade to a 3G/2G ME and UICC or it is mandated that 2G ME’s support the UICC/USIM. 

· These “G independent” features should be available to both 2G and 3G ME’s and both types of card (UICC and SIM)

Proposal

· Tdoc T3-000545“Evolution of SIM and SAT beyond R'99”, refers to a standalone version of GSM 11.11 Rel-4, these “G independent” features could be incorporated into this making it possible for 2G operators who do wish to/not able to upgrade ME’s/cards to 3G platforms to use these features.

· Another option is to have a new specification defining files and procedures independently to the 2G or 3G platform. Then 11.11 and 31.102 could refer to this new specification.

· If an operator wishes to upgrade then these features will already be available in a 3G sense by default.

· It is noted that this coexistence of the two specifications (USIM and SIM) would entail some maintenance work, but it would provide operators to switch platforms independently of a switch of functionalities/services.
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