3GPP T3 Meeting #15

San Diego, USA, 16 - 18 August, 2000
Tdoc T3-00 0425

LIAISON STATEMENT

Title:
Reply to LS on parameters to be stored on the SIM
Source:
T3

To:
R2

Cc:


Contact Person:   Jean-Francois Rubon, Gemplus,  mailto:jean-francois.rubon@gemplus.com, GSM: +33 6 88 38 76 65
T3 examined the LS from R2 in Tdoc T3-000331 (R2-001548) and would like to give the following answers :

"TSG-RAN WG2 is considering a method to improve the speed of handover within UMTS and GSM. However, the procedure would benefit from storing a number of radio parameters in the USIM or UE."

T3 would like to point out that the UICC/USIM provides a mean to store data :

· in a persistent mode (i.e. the information is kept when the UICC is powered off)

· in a secure way (i.e. the UICC is a tamper-resistant device)

However, the time needed to store (retrieve) data to (from) the UICC is significantly higher than if the data were stored within the ME internal memory.

For this reason, T3 would like to ask R2  to consider if the envisaged data should really be stored in the UICC/USIM, due to the high time constraints of the handover procedure.

"In order to take the best approach TSG-RAN WG2 would like to know how much space is available in the USIM for the storage of these parameters?"

T3 would like to remark that the memory size of a UICC is variable. At the moment, (i.e. on the market), the EEPROM of cards ranges from 8 Kbytes to 32 Kbytes. It is up to the network operator to decide which size of UICC they wish to deploy. Also, the operator has the flexibility to choose the size of many files, and so how the memory is shared between the files (such as the user's phonebook, the PLMN selection lists, etc...)

T3 would be happy to give assistance to R2 in order to store in an efficient manner the parameters, should R2 decide that it needs to be stored in the UICC/USIM.

