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Liaison Statement on Network Selection Issues

T3 thanks S1 for the liaison statement regarding network selection and the attached document S1‑991056.  From the point of view of T3 the changes required to the USIM to support the requirements in S1-991056 are feasible, however there are some issues that require clarification.

T3 saw that the requirements could be met by defining two files in the USIM.  In defining two lists of preferred PLMNs (one for operator and one for user), the requirements for technology preference may be different in each case:

· An operator defined list (OPLMN) with the ability to define access technology preference for every entry in the list (updatable only by the operator).

· A user defined list (UPLMN) with only one access technology preference entry (updatable upon the correct entry of PIN1).  

The UPLMN could also allow the definition of access technology for every entry, however T3 wonder if allowing this flexibility would be advantageous to the user and not over-complicated.  Any solution should ensure that the user has the simplest mechanism and not be over-complicated. 

From our reading of S1-991056 it is not clear that there is a requirement for an access technology preference on the USIM when in the Home PLMN?  However this could be fairly simply added to the HPLMN search period data element.

In the implementation of OPLMN and UPLMN, T3 believes that Linear Fixed files may be more appropriate to store this data.  This allows the SEEK command to be used to quickly find out if the network codes available at the air interface(s) correspond to codes in one or other of the lists.

In S199-1056 the subject of loading Home Environment Specific Network Selection information to the terminal is discussed.  These data will probably have to be authenticated if they are to be remotely downloaded.  If this is the case, there may be security implications and the USIM should contain these data.  However T3 does not have enough information to fully understand this requirement.  Is it S1’s intention that the information in regard to this behaviour should be stored on the USIM and use USIM data download, and if so  how much data is it expected to be stored? 

