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In the process of  designing the USIM and UICC structure, 3GPP TSG-T3 has discussed the requirement from 3GPP 22.101: “The standard must not prevent the coexistence of USIM applications” (Phase 1) and “The standard shall support the simultaneous use of more than one USIM per UICC even when those USIMs are associated with different home environments ”  (Phase 2). 

In this context, the question arose how the selection of the USIMs is performed in case there are multiple USIMs present in one card. 

T3 made the assumption that USIM selection in that case is done manually, by means of application selection (i.e. at the time the phone is switched on), and that there is no automatic switching between USIMs. This assumption is supported by a scenario where a user has e.g. a business and a private subscription and explicitly selects one or the other.

However, an implication of this assumption would be the following example: The user with USIMs A and B in her card chooses USIM A and due to coverage and roaming restrictions, there is no service for A. Even if there would be service for USIM B, there would be no automatic switching to B, and unless the user explicitly selects USIM B, there is no service offered.

Nevertheless, the current working assumption of T3 is as above, i.e. there is no automatic switching between USIMs, because it was felt that the business/private scenario is a likely one and it is perfectly supported with this assumption.

T3 would welcome comments by S1 on this issue and in particular invites S1 to contribute if there are different views.

