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The creation and the management of SIM Toolkit applications is currently under the control of each Network Operator. Network operators can decide how to allocate and refer to each application on its SIM cards.

Applications need proper identifiers, called TAR (Toolkit Application Reference), in order to be accessible and recognised by the different incoming inputs being sent through networks (eg. SMS with envelope command). Up to now these values have been managed by network operators according to proprietary rules provided by their SIM suppliers.

The 3GPP T3 committee has decided to reserve, for future use, all the TAR values beginning with the hexadecimal value “B”. This is to provide unique TAR values to universal USAT applications (eg. specific financial m-commerce applications worldwide recognised by the service provider name). Operators are invited to verify if they have previously used TAR values starting with hexadecimal “B” in an effort to inform 3GPP T3 of any possible overlap in order to avoid possible future conflicts. Operators are also advised not to use such values in the future.

A more fundamental decision needs to be taken regarding the management of, and responsibility for, TAR values. These values could become valuable resources in the future and as such the GSM Association should identify who should assign and control these values. The GSM Association or 3GPP T3 could manage and update a list of TAR values that could be made available to members of the GSM Association in order to avoid future improper use of these values.

GSM Association SCAG will liaise with 3GPP T3 to resolve this issue.
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