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Policy statement on standardisation

To: 
“New” SMG9; 3GPP TSG T3; GSMA SERG; Maosco Ltd; Telstra; BT Cellnet

From:
GSMA SCAG

Often, the GSM Association, and SCAG in particular, are asked to consider, evaluate and even endorse certain kinds of technical proposals which may arise from committees within the GSM Association, telecommunications standards bodies, or from vendors within the industry. A relevant example is the consideration of new Operating System specifications such as Multos and MS Windows for Smart Cards.

SCAG recognises that the GSM association is always looking for readily available and interoperable products and/or applications to deploy to market in a timely fashion – and that an important means to satisfy this goal is via standards. After all, well-written standards are an underlying reason for the world-wide success of GSM technology. 

However, at the same time, it is increasingly difficult to apply a uniform set of rules to objectively evaluate each proposal. Accordingly, we have developed the following guidelines to be used in considering standards.

A standard must be:

· open and readily obtainable by members of the Association and other relevant standards organisations; 

· implementable without payment of royalties or any other kind of fees;

· derived based on an actual need and supported by a representative community of interest within the Association and/or the responsible standards organisation;

· maintained and revised by the standardisation organisation, which is responsible for the integrity, consistency and unambiguity of the standard.

· developed in a manner which makes efficient use of resources (eg. time and effort)

A standard mustn’t be:

· a “rubberstamped” product specification of one of the members of the standardisation body;

· so vague or conceptual that it lends itself to different interpretations or implementations;

· pursued purely for the economic benefit of a single member of the association or relevant standards organisation;

· an intellectual exercise or philosophical debate that drags on and on.

As a conclusion, we take a neutral position to the requests to support the standardisation of Multos and MS WSC API’s.
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