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T3 API participants could not reach an agreement regarding the Toolkit Applet Specific parameter value.

The toolkit applet specific parameters field is used to specify the ME and UICC resources the applet instance can use.  These resources include the timers, the Bearer Independent protocol channels, menu items for the Set Up Menu and the Minimum Security Level. 

This parameter is a on/off feature to access the BIP functionality.  It is controlled at the applet installation time.  This parameter is optional in order to be able to manage Rel-5 compliant cards from server of earlier releases.  Therefore if this parameter is not provided when installing the applet, a default value has to be defined.

There are two positions in the group regarding the default value for the maximum number of channel for the applet instance when the parameter is not present:

1. the value should be set to ‘00’ meaning that the applet does not have access to BIP functionality by default

a. pro: without checking the Java source code, by default, there is a guarantee that a Toolkit application cannot use the BIP functionality and allocate all the resources to itself

b. con: prevents any release compliant applet using the BIP functionality from being loaded by a Rel-4 server on a Rel-5 card

2. the value should be set to ‘07’ means that the applet have access to up to 7 channels by default

a. pro: no need to upgrade of server to Rel-5 to load any applet using the BIP functionality therefore backward compatibility between Rel-5 card and earlier server releases is ensured

b. con: by default there is no control of the usage of the BIP functionality, which was the intention of the parameter (without checking the source code)

T3 API kindly request T3 to make a decision on this subject.

