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1. INTRODUCTION:
The following issue was raised by GSM-Association IREG:  Operators need or want to block SMS traffic since operators do not have a commercial agreement for SMS interworking such as the SMS interworking agreement defined by GSM-A, However, sometimes, SMS traffic cannot be blocked. This issue occurs mainly in countries that provide Mobile Number Portability (MNP).   

2. Issues
Suppose that MS-A tries to send an SMS to MS-B under the following conditions in figure1.  



   














Figure1

The problem raised in figure1 is that Operator-A does not know that MS-B has been ported from Operator-B to Operator-C, which does not have an SMS Interworking agreement with Operator A.  Therefore, the Short Message mobile originated and terminated procedures will succeed even though no SMS interworking agreement exists between Operator-A and Operator-C.  

The current 3GPP TS23.040 specification does not specify any procedures for blocking SMS traffic.  

Operator-A may want to check the SMS interworking agreement before the short message is submitted to SC in order to prevent the SC from handling undeliverable short messages, and to allow MS-A to report the delivery failure. 

3. Action:

To 3GPP T2

Action:      IREG kindly asks 3GPP T2 to review the SMS interworking agreement issue as described above and provide a solution as an optional feature in the 3GPP TS23.040 specification.  

4. Date of Next IREG Meetings:
IREG#46
March 2nd to 4th 2004

IREG#47       September



































































MS-A is a subscriber of Operator-A


MS-B used to be a subscriber of Operator-B, but MS-B has ported (Number Portability) to Operator-C.  


Operator-A and Operator-B have an SMS roaming and SMS Interworking agreements. 


Operator-A and Operator-C have an SMS roaming agreement, but do not have an SMS Interworking agreement. 
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High Level Document Summary: 





LS explain to 3GPP TSG T2 the issue concerning the SMS interworking agreement with mobile number portability
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