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4.3
Addressing

MMS shall support the use of E-Mail addresses (RFC 822) [5], MSISDN (E.164), SIP URI (RFC 3261) in any combination to address the recipient of an MM. MMS may support the use of service provider specific addresses to address the recipient of an MM. In the case of E-Mail addresses standard internet message routing should be used. MMS may support short codes to address Value Added Services. 

NOTE:
The length of short codes shall be defined by the service provider and will not be specified for this release.

The usage of MSISDN for addressing a recipient in a different MMS service provider's domain shall be possible. For that the need of MSISDN translation to a routable address has been identified. Service provider specific addresses may be used to e.g. deliver messages to MMS VAS Application within one MMSE. 

MMS connectivity across different networks (MMSEs) is provided based on Internet protocols. According to this approach, each MMSE should be assigned a unique domain name (e.g. mms.operatora.net). 

MMS recipient addresses provided by an MMS User Agent may be in a format of an RFC 822 routable address, e.g. E-Mail address, or other formats, such as E.164 or service provider specific addresses. In those cases where a non-routable address is used to specify a recipient and the recipient belongs to another MMSE or the recipient is outside of any MMSE, it is required to translate the address to an RFC 822 routable address format. The sender MMS Relay/Server's shall make this mapping before routing forward the message to the recipient's MMS Relay/Server. 

The mapping to the correct recipient's MMS Relay/Server domain name is described in clause 7.2.1.

MMS shall support address hiding i.e. anonymous messages where the sender's address is not shown to the recipient MMS User Agent. If the peer entity is not known to be an MMS Relay/Server the originator MMS Relay/Server shall not provide the originator address. If the peer entity is known to be an MMS Relay/Server, both the originator address and request of address hiding shall be forwarded to the recipient MMS Relay/Server. The recipient MMS Relay/Server shall not show the originator address to the recipient MMS User Agent. 

7.2
MMSE Addressing responsibilities

Address parsing:

MMS Relay/Server should parse the recipient address field provided by the originator MMS User Agent upon MM submission. If an error is found in the address format, an error indication should be sent back to the MMS User Agent in the submit response.

Locating the recipient:

For each recipient that appears in an MM, the MMS Relay/Server shall be able to resolve whether the recipient belongs to the same MMSE, another MMSE or is not known to belong to any MMSE or the recipient is VASP. If the recipient belongs to the same MMSE, the MMS Relay/Server shall notify the recipient of the new MM as described in clause 7.1.2. If the recipient appears to belong to another MMSE, the MMS Relay/Server has to locate the external recipient's MMSE domain. If the recipient is not known to belong to any MMSE, the MMS Relay/Server shall perform the necessary conversion and route forward the message to the recipient. If the recipient is VASP, the MMS Relay/Server shall deliver MM to the VASP according to the recipient address in MM.

7.2.1
Address Formats on MM1

The MMS addressing model on MM1 contains three addresses: the address of the MMS Relay/Server, the address of the recipient and the address of the originator. The address of the MMS Relay/Server shall be the URI of the MMS Relay/Server given by the MMS service provider. Thus, the URI needs to be configurable in the MMS User Agent.

The originator's a address could be either a user's address or a user's terminal address. The recipient’s address can be a user’s address, a user’s terminal address, or a short code. For this release the user's terminal addresses (e.g. terminal IP addresses) are not supported. The MMS User Agent's responsibility is to format these addresses before it submits the message to the originator MMS Relay/Server.

The user’s address can be either an E.164 (MSISDN),RFC822 address, or a SIP URI.

The MMS User Agent and MMS Relay/Server shall support both E.164 (MSISDN) and RFC822 addressing formats, and may support the SIP URI format as a recipient user address. The reference point MM1 should support a way to indicate the used address type to enable future extension. The encoding of the addressing is up to the corresponding implementation.

E.g. the originator MMS User Agent may specify each of the address fields in one of the following formats:
1) RFC 822 address (FQDN or unqualified) ["/TYPE= rfc822"]
2) PLMN address:   [ “+” | “*” | “#” ] [digit | “*” | “#” ] … ["/TYPE= PLMN"]
3) SIP URI: "/TYPE= SIP"
4) Other "/TYPE= "
The "/TYPE= " field specifies the address type. When PLMN or RFC822 formats are used the type is optional. The "/TYPE= " convention provides flexibility for future enhancements. 

When the “/TYPE=” qualifier is absent, the MMS Relay/Server should resolve potential ambiguities by applying the following logic to the address in the following order:

1. if it contains the “@” character, the address should be interpreted as an FQDN RFC822 address

2. if it is completely numeric, except possibly including “+”, “*”, or “#”, it should be interpreted as "/TYPE= PLMN", e.g. an E.164 address, a local telephone number, or a numeric short code,

3. if it contains "/TYPE= SIP", then it should be interpreted as a SIP URI,

4. otherwise, it should be interpreted as an unqualified RFC822 address (alphanumeric short code)

7.2.3
Address Formats on MM7

The MMS addressing model on MM7 contains two addresses: The address of the originator MMS User Agent or VAS/VASP and the address(es) of the recipient MMS User Agent(s) or VAS/VASP.

The reference point MM7 shall support E.164 (MSISDN) addresses and e-mail addresses (RFC2822). It may support the SIP URI format (RFC 3261) as a recipient user address.  In addition Short Codes should be supported.

In the case of a multimedia message terminated at the VAS/VASP, the recipient(s)' address(es) may be the VAS/VASP address or the intended recipient(s)’ address and the originator's address shall be user's address (e.g. MSISDN address) or a user's terminal address. For this release the user's terminal addresses (e.g. terminal IP addresses) are not supported. The VASP will identify itself using one (or more) of three possible identifiers – the VASP identification number, the VAS identification number, or an address MM1 compliant to MM1 address format.  The MMS Relay/Server shall translate the identification of the VASP to an appropriate address format for transfer across other reference points, e.g. address as defined in section 7.2.2 for messages sent on MM1.

The MMS Relay/Server shall also translate addresses that originate from the MM1 interface into the appropriate URL of the VASP, for example when an MM7_deliver.REQ  results from an MM1_submit.REQ from the MMS User Agent.  The format of the MM1 address is defined in section 7.2.2 of this specification.

In the case of a multimedia message originated from the VAS/VASP, the originator's address may be the VAS/VASP address and the recipient(s)' address(es) shall be either a user's address or a user's terminal address. The VASP's responsibility is to format these addresses before it submits the message to the MMS Relay/Server. The user’s address shall be E.164 (MSISDN) address,e-mail address (RFC2822), or a SIP URI (RFC 3261). Additionally, it shall be possible to control which recipient(s) address(es) are utilized for actual routing and which are conveyed as informational only to be displayed to the recipient MMS User Agent.

The reference point MM7 defines also other addressing like information elements: VASP ID, VAS ID and MMS Relay/Server ID. These fields are used only to identify VASP, VAS and MMS Relay/Server and are not used for addressing purpose.

NOTE: 
The users’ addresses refered to above may be replaced by appropriate coded addresses in order not to harm the users’ privacy.
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