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1. Overall Description:

T2 has discussed a document received by ETSI from The Commission of the European Communite  concerning emergency services that contains a specific reference to the possible use of SMS for emergency calls.

T2 feels that the use of SMS and indeed MMS for emergencies is worthy of further debate within 3GPP.

To assist a debate, T2 has identified a number of reasons and examples where the use of SMS might be preferable for certain emergency situations.

SMS/MMS is a more discreet way of making an emergency call. An SM is more resilient to radio problems than a speech call.

It would be possible for an observer of an incident to send a SM/MM without drawing attention to themselves by making a voice call. With the increasing popularity of video capture on mobile phones there is a high value in being able to capture the video and sound details of a scene of an incident such as a mugging or traffic incident (e.g hit and run).

As further examples, it would be possible for an emergency SM/MM to be sent as the result of a vehicle impact or fire in a building.

When an SM or MM also has the support of location based information then the value of sending an emergency SM or MM would be considerably enhanced

Clearly, T2 recognises that the provision of emergency services requires considerable planning and integration. Additionally there are issues such as the ability to send an emergency SM or MM without the use of a SIM to be debated.

2. Actions:

To SA and T group.

ACTION: 
T2 asks SA and T to debate this subject and decide whether further action by 3GPP should be taken at this stage and what those actions should be 
3. Date of next T2 Meetings:
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