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LIAiSON STATEMENT 

to:
3GPP T2
from:
Open mobile alliance, MAG MMDC

CC:


date:
October 16, 2002

Doc number: OMA-MAG-MMDC-2002-0001-LS on MMBOX to 3GPP T2
Dear T2,

During discussions of our work on the OMA Stage 3 technical realizations of the MMS Stage 2, Release 5, specifications (cf: TS23.140-530), some issues and questions arose, which we bring to your attention for clarification and resolution.

1. In Clauses 8.1.3.3, 8.1.3.4, 8.1.5.3, and 8.1.5.5, the various description of the “Content” information element is ambiguous and unclear.

We would like to suggest that Content be clearly defined as “the MIME-encapsulated, multimedia object(s) that comprise the Multimedia Message (MM)”.  Given that the information element is marked as “Optional”, no conditional text clauses are needed (such as “if added by …”). 

This definition would also correspond with the treatment of the MIME object as the “body” of the RFC2822 message that is used to represent the MM as it is transferred over the MM3 or MM4 reference points.

2. In regard to the definition of “Attributes List” within Sections 8.1.10.3 and 8.1.10.4, we wish to confirm that “Content” is one of the information elements that can be included within the “Attributes List”.  Our working assumption is that the “Content” element may be specified as one of the items in the Attributes List, with the effect of retrieving the MIME objects of an MM as part of a MMBox View request.

We believe that this interpretation avoids “special case” treatment of any one information element, and, as its usage effectively allows entire MMs to be retrieved by the MMBox View request, avoids the need for a separate “download” transaction.

We suggest that clarifying text be added to the above sections to make it clear that any information element of an MM, including “Content”, may be specified in the Attributes List.

3. A question arose regarding the mapping of incoming RFC2822 header elements to corresponding MM information elements: do all of the RFC2882 header elements become information elements, or just those specified within the Section 8.1.5.3 and 8.1.5.4?

If one considers that, over time, there will be multiple versions of MMS handsets in use, with the effect of co-existing varying versions of MMs, it is easily foreseeable that a new-version MM may be delivered to an old-version MMS User Agent, and, that this new-version MM may contain information elements that are unspecified and unknown to the old-version User Agent.

How should the unknown information elements be treated for the old-version MMS User Agent?  Should they be suppressed from the Retrieve response, or should they be included?

It is our view that the fewer “special cases” the better, and that the MMSCs should not suppress information elements, but should simply include them.  MMS User Agents should be designed to either ignore the unknown information elements, or present them in some useful way to the user.

This strategy has the side-benefit of improving Internet interworking, where incoming email messages that are converted to MMs may have RFC2822 headers mapped to previously unknown information elements.


4. In the MMBox View Request, there are some information elements used to determine which MMs are to be selected for viewing, and which components of those MMs are to be viewed.  Two of the selection elements are “Start” and “Limit”, which control how many MMs are presented by the MMS Relay to the handset.  Since these elements are not returned in the response, the MMS User Agent must retain sufficient internal state, for each view transaction, so that the “Start” and “Limit” parameters may be used on subsequent View request/response pairs.

If, however, the View response were to include the Start and Limit elements of the corresponding request, then the MMS User Agent would not have to maintain state information for each transaction for each handset.  This greatly reduces the processing and memory overhead for resource-constrained mobile handsets.

Therefore, we would like to recommend that the “Start” and “Limit” information elements supplied on a MMBox View request be returned in the corresponding MMBox View response.

For similar reasons, we would also suggest that the Attributes List, which controls which parts of an MM be retrieved, the Message Reference List, and Select information elements all be included in the MMBox View response.  By returning these selection criteria in the view response, the MMS handsets do not need to maintain transactional state.

In this way, the response to any MMBox View request will contain the entire context of the request, including all the selection parameters, with which a subsequent View can easily be generated by the MMS User Agent if requested by the user.


5. Given that the above suggestion is agreed to, it is our intention that the MMBox View response will contain the following items contained within a multipart/mixed MIME object,

a. the information elements of the View request to which this View response corresponds, including the Attributes List, Message Reference List (if any), the Select items, the Start and Limit items;

b. one or more MIME parts corresponding to the selected MMs, and their selected information elements (as well as possibly the entire MM).

Thank you for your attention to these issues and expeditious response, so that we can complete the OMA MMS Stage 3 technical realization in timely manner.

We look forward to continued fruitful collaboration on the development of the MMS specifications.

Regards,

OMA MAG MMDC
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