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6.1 Introduction

6.1.1 DDM as part of the Data Description Process
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Figure X. DDM as part of the Data Description Process.
6.1.2 Overview of Profile Component Description

A Profile Component Description is an XML Schema and is called the Profile Component Schema.
Note some text may be moved here from the clause 6.2.
6.1.3 Abstract and concrete interpretation of the Profile Component Description

XML Schema is typically applied to define the concrete syntax of an XML Document. The DDM instead utilises XML Schema to define an abstract syntax – even if a concrete interpretation of the XML Schema is also possible. 

Applying a concrete interpretation of the XML Schema means there exists an XML Document - called Profile Component Instance Document - for which the concrete syntax is defined by the Profile Component Schema. 

The abstract interpretation on the other hand does not assume an XML Document to exist – the Profile Component Instance can be represented using any concrete syntax besides XML. But even when using some other concrete syntax we can say the Profile Component Schema defines an XML Document which could be used to represent the Profile Component Instance.
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Figure X Abstract and concrete interpretation of the Profile Component Description.
Editor’s Note: XML based technologies, e.g. XML Schema are introduced.
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