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7.1.8
Support for Prepaid Service in MMS

An MMS Relay/Server may support the prepaid concept. A prepaid customer may be charged for submitting or retrieving MMs/abstract messages.

In the submission case the originator MMS Relay/Server may first ascertain that the originator of the MM/abstract message is a prepaid customer. The MMS Relay/Server may then initiate a credit check and further processing of the MM/abstract message is put on hold. In the case the customers credit is insufficient for submitting this particular MM/abstract message the originator MMS Relay/Server may reject it. The check may be based on several criteria like:

· size of the MM

· content type

· settings of information elements

· type of the abstract message

In case an MM/abstract message can not be accepted, the originator MMS Relay/Server shall respond with an appropriate status value to the submit request. The MMS User Agent should bring this information to the user’s attention.

In case an MM/abstract message is accepted it is further processed by the originator MMS Relay/Server. 
In the retrieving case the recipient MMS Relay/Server may first ascertain that the recipient of the MM/abstract message is a prepaid customer. The MMS Relay/Server may then initiate a credit check for the particular customer. The check may be performed at the time the MM/abstract message arrives at the recipient MMS Relay/Server. Based on the result the MMS Relay/Server may reject or accept the MM/abstract message. If the MM/abstract message was accepted (with or without previous check) the recipient MMS Relay/Server may perform a credit check at the time the MMS User Agent sends a retrieve request. The check may be based on several criteria as in the sending case.

In case an MM/abstract message can not be retrieved because the customers account balance is too low, the recipient MMS Relay/Server may respond with an appropriate status value to the retrieve request. The MMS User Agent should bring this information to the user’s attention 
Otherwise the MM/abstract message is delivered to the MMS User Agent.

The recipient MMS Relay/Server shall  inform the originator MMS Relay/Server  the final MM status through the delivery report .
The originator MMS Relay/Server shall be responsible to obtain the final MM statuse through the delivery report and accordingly subtract the fee or  compensate the fee.
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