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This contribution discusses the need for a broadly used data description method, showing the advantages and disadvantages of it.

Discussion

The document T2-020698, showed how specific parameters were defined in different ways in different specifications not only inside 3GPP but also in other technical bodies. Very often a parameter is redefined for each new usage in an interface or protocol. The redefinition of parameters and maintenance of consistency between specifications is resource consuming and can introduce ambiguities. That document wanted to highlight the need to have:

· One single definition
a description for each parameter, independent of the usage (interface or protocol) of the parameter.

· An easy way to make a reference to the basic definition from other specifications.
The parameter is given an identifier, which can be used in references from other specifications. 

To support easy sharing of parameter definitions there is also a need for a broadly accepted method of doing Data Descriptions.

A broadly used and accepted method to describe parameters will have the following advantages:

· Clear definitions of parameters.

· A unique identifier for a parameter description, which is used in references from different specifications of any application/service, which make used of it.

· Inconsistencies avoided.

· Easier mapping from different transport formats used in different interfaces.

And the following disadvantages: 

· The Data Description method will have to cope with the requirements of different description need from different applications and interfaces.

· Good coordination among different standardisation fora needed

Conclusion

Independent on which Data Description method is selected for GUP, there are a lot of advantages of having a broadly accepted and used Data Description method. We suggest that the selected method for GUP (or a subset of it), should be used, not only for the GUP data, but also for other data that need to be described.

Currently when different standardisation bodies (OMA, T1…) and the different applications /services defined in different working groups (UEM, SubM, Presence, MMS… in S2/S5/T2…) are addressing the description issue, the important of alignment has increased and also the need for coordination activities to avoid the inconsistencies.

T2 (3GPP) should seek possibilities to cooperate with other standardisations fora (such as OMA, ITU and W3C) to introduce a Data Description method.  
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