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1. Overall Description:

In LS S1-021863 (=T2-020760) T2 asked SA1 whether they see a requirement to standardize a Transcoding interface for MMS REL-6. “Transcoding” is regarded as: conversion of content from one media type/format to another, so it can be displayed on handsets with different capabilities.

Answer from SA1:

SA1 would like to confirm the requirement - as stated in 22.140-500, section 5.1 “General requirements” - that MMS allows support of media type/format conversion. 

However it is also stated, that this support is left to the application layer and will not be further elaborated, implying that no 3GPP standardisation work on that topic is envisaged.

In a discussion within SA1 it was argued, that there might indeed arise a need for standardising an interface to a transcoding  functionality in the future. Such an interface would e.g. allow manufacturers to offer interoperable transcoding units which take media in one type/format and convert it to another. 

During the discussion the following observations were made:

· Such an interface could be useful not only for MMS, but other 3GPP capabilities (e.g. IMS messaging) and to services.

· Existing 3GPP capabilities (e.g. OSA) might be considered to be enhanced to allow for that new interface 

From an SA1 point of view, it seems that such functionality could be useful to operators, however we are unclear whether it is necessary to standardise this.

2. Actions:

To SA2:
SA1 would like to ask SA2 to advise whether SA2 sees benefits from the architectural point of view in standardising a transcoding interface.

To GSMA SerG:

GSMA SerG is asked to comment on whether operators see a benefit in standardising this interface.
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