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3GPP2 has started upon an accelerated process of standardization of MMS. The 3GPP2 MMS specifications will largely  be similar to the 3GPP MMS, how ever, some changes may occur, resulting from the different core networks, or different preferences of 3GPP2 members.

There are many countries in the world where 3GPP and 3GPP2 networks will be deployed side by side, these include but are not limited to: US , Japan, Korea, Australia, China , and Israel.

Therefore there is a strong need to verify that MMS users will be able to send and receive MMs transparently between MMSEs  on the  two technologies. 

Comverse sees at this point the following potential issues with MMS harmonization of 3GPP and  3GPP2, however, further problems may arise as the 3GPP2 standardization progresses: 
1) Media types - 3GPP2 does not, for example, support AMR as an audio media type, however, it supports EVRC. 
2) Address resolution - if a message is sent to a MSISDN which is a 3GPP2 subscriber, then a MAP query will not work, since MAP is not supported by 3GPP2 which is based on IS-41. An ENUM solution MAY work, however, this requires coordination between GSM/UMTS operators and CDMA 2000 operators and may require some standardization. IF mobile number portability between phones of different technologies is required, this further complicates the issue.
3) Billing across the 3GPP/3GPP2 "boundary" 
4) Conversions to SMS may also be problematic.. 

All this assumes that 3GPP2 will use identical MM4 between MMS Relay Servers (including delivery report and read reply support) and identical addressing modes.
Further harmonization may be required, depending on the 3GPP2 MM1 solutions , for example, and limitations resulting from problems in 3GPP2 notifications , different MM1 solutions , etc..
The following standardization, as a minimum, would be needed 
1) Support of EVRC files in 3GPP , AMR in 3GPP2, Both, or conversion in a Gateway "MMSC" 
2) Joint support of ENUM or MAP to IS-41 conversion in a Gateway , or another solution to MNP (MMS Gateway??) 

Other topics may require attention if the issue is further examined.. 

We propose to hold, within T2 , a joint meeting of 3GPP and 3GPP2 to agree on the principles of harmonization, in similar fashion to what is being done in IMS 3GPP/3GPP2 harmonization. We propose to send a liaison statement to 3GPP2 to that effect.
