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1
Introduction

It is often asked what are the benefits of a Data Description Framework, DDF. In this document a number of benefits with a Data Description Framework are listed. The benefits are given from a number of stakeholders’ point of view.

The DDF is itself not a service, but a feature supporting service and implementation of services. In the benefits below also benefits from functions and services utilising the DDF are included (e.g., in the case of the terminal users).

2
Stakeholders

2.1 Subscribers/terminal users

· Good and uniform documentation of configuration parameters.

· Possibility to get support with the configuration (settings, parameters, personalization, …) of the handset, subscriptions and services.

· Possibility to get support in the maintenance (back up, problem resolving, …) of all configuration parameters.

· More similarities in the configuration of basic functions between phones.

· More similarities in the configuration of services. 

2.2
Network operators, service providers

· Good and uniform documentation of configuration parameters.

· Standardised way to utilize distributed data descriptions.

· Enables an efficient way to handle the large number of handset types and the huge number of handsets.

· Possibility to automate parts of the customer care (by the benefits of the two previous bullets).

· Utilisation of broadly available standardised tools.

· Higher level of application independent support functions and infrastructure.

· Enables a standardised way to distribute data to different terminals. The same data is described in the same way independently of the usage.

· Differentiation of services supported by standard.

·  Enables an efficient way to manage subscriptions and services.

2.3
Developers and manufacturers

 Here are included developers and manufacturers of mobile networks, application servers, terminals, services etc.

· Good and uniform documentation of configuration parameters.

· Utilisation of broadly available standardised tools.

· Evolution and differentiation of services supported by standard. (Easy to enhance with new data since data uses the same data description.) 

· Possibility to develop generic (=end-user application independent) support functions. Fewer implementations of similar/same functions.

· Higher level of generic (=end-user application independent) support functions available to applications. 

2.4
Standards developers

· Data is defined using one description method.

· Description of a certain data item is done in one place and is referenced from other places (not spread over a number of different groups and specifications). This will avoid inconsistencies.

· User data is defined in one place and not spread over a number of different groups and specifications. Through an appropriate process inconsistencies can thus be avoided.

· Support for distributed definition of data.

· Utilisation of broadly available standardised tools.

3
Proposal

We propose that an appropriately revised version of this list of benefits is included in a suitable place in TS 23.241.

