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Introduction:

Further to GSM Association’s MMS Task Force meeting in Zurich June 14, 2002 we have produced a contribution describing the requirements for a MMSC Multimedia Transcoding Interface for consideration by T2. 

SerG has identified the need for transcoding functions with MMS services.  It has concluded that this is a very necessary function.  Transcoding is required to:

· Adapt content to match recipient terminal capabilities

· Improve the user experience by enhancing and reducing the size of the transmitted file

SerG notes that it is likely that there will be a number of vendors providing such transcoding capabilities and SerG asks that 3GPP consider the standardization of an interface between the MMSC and the transcoding platform.

The requirements identified by the MMSG are:

· Discretionary transcoding operations by the MMSC (i.e. not all media elements require transformation by the transcoding platform)

· Standard, common protocol for the Interface (preferably similar to the MM7) to minimize the number of different MMSC protocols used. (e.g. SOAP 1.1  XML over HTTP)

· Multimedia transcoding platform is a slave to the MMSC

· Common Interface for both data and control transfer between the MMSC and the transcoder (e.g. SOAP over HTTP interface).

· Other applications may utilize the transcoding resource using the same interface.

· Actual source and transcoded Rich-Media shall be delivered as attachments (e.g. SOAP attachments).

· Include usage statistics as part of a transaction result to enable  MMSC charging based on  specific transcoding operations.

· Multithreading transcoder to enable handling of concurrent requests with a new connection (e.g. HTTP).
· Modular schema, to allow hiding of implementation details, and reuse of common components,

· Extensible schema, to allow future enhancements and extensions,
· Open schema to promote interoperability,

Actions:

SerG request that you consider the above requirements as a basis for a transcoding interface and to note that  a similar interface – MM7 – was standardized based on a SOAP XML over HTTP protocol.

 

SerG asks you to advise SerG if you agree that a standard interface is required and to indicate when will you be able to consider the definition of such an interface.

Contact Bryan Curley of the GSM Association (bcurley@gsm.org) for any further information.

Transcoding Diagram
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