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Type 0 SMS is currently a big item, since its purpose is to check whether the MS is reachable in the network and/or to cause signalling (e.g. receive a measurement report) from the MS. Many services are making use of the type 0 SMS, e.g. Location Based Services, Voicemail Notification and so on.

The ideal behaviour of the MS would be the following: While 'paging' the MS with a type 0 SMS, the receipt of the type 0 SMS should not be indicated to the user. In addition, the MS should be able to receive the type 0 message irrespective of whether there is memory available in the SIM or ME and the message should not be automatically stored in the SIM or ME.

Unfortunately, this behaviour is not (yet) sufficiently described in the core specifications, although this is and has been the only purpose of a type 0 SMS.

Fortunately, most of the existing terminals in the market do support the receipt of a type 0 SMS as described above. However, still a (fortunately low) number of terminals still 'tease' the customers by indicating the receipt of a type 0 SMS to the user and cause therefore malfunction of the service (SMS rejected when ME/SIM runs out of memory) and dissatisfaction to our customers.

In order to solve the problems mentioned above, it is proposed in Tdoc T2-020471 to adapt the corresponding Core Specification from Phase 2 onwards.

This requirement is only valid for new type approved MEs, and a transition period of 6 months shall be provided in order to protect terminal manufacturers from legacy problems.

