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Subject: TWG Support of CR to SMS Type 0 Handling
To:
3GPP TSG T2

Ref:
3GPP TSG T2 document T2-020137

Dear Chairman and Delegates of 3GPP TSG T2,

GSMA TWG would like to express its support for the CR to 3GPP TS 23.040 from Cellpoint (Title Change Handling of SMS message type 0, T-Doc-Number T2-020137).

As you most probably know, the GSM Association’s Terminal Working Group (GSMA TWG) is a Working Group consisting of operator’s terminal experts.

During the last TWG meeting in Rome in December 2001 TWG was asked to support the named CR. As several TWG members are already providing, and most of the other TWG members are planning to provide services using SMS messages of type 0, this subject is of great interest for TWG.

Message Type 0 for SMS can be used by operator’s service applications to send a short message, which will be discarded by the ME in order to page the ME without subscriber’s notice. To use services based on this feature it is necessary that the behaviour of an ME can be predicted to avoid irritation to the customer.

The named CR proposes a change of the following sentence in clause 9.2.3.9 – TP-Protocol-Identifier (TP-PID) of 3GPP TS 23.040 from

· A short message type 0 indicates that the ME must acknowledge receipt of the short message but may discard its contents.

to

· A short message type 0 indicates that the ME must acknowledge receipt of the short message but shall discard its contents.

TWG is aware that the change of an optional feature to a mandatory feature seems to be a major challenge.  However, experience shows that manufacturers already support this functionality in most mobile stations. Thus this change is only emphasizing that an already familiar implementation is to be used. TWG is confident that due to the great skills and knowledge to be found in the ME manufacturer’s Research and Development departments and the experience already made during the last years the implementation will be a minor task for the manufacturers.

Many network operators are currently utilising Type 0 SMS as an operational service and therefore rely heavily on a satisfactory implementation of this feature. Therefore TWG would greatly appreciate the approval of T2-020137 by 3GPP TSG T2.

As TWG Chairman I anticipate that this CR will be accepted and look forward to receiving confirmation following your next meeting.

Yours sincerely

David B.Nelson

David B.Nelson

GSM TWG Chairman

� TWG Document Number to be assigned for next TWG meeting
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