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___________________________________________________________________________

Hi Friedhelm,
 

We from the MExE group have some clarification questions regarding references made in 3GPP specifications, which we drafted at the Cancun meeting in tdoc T2-011139, and which are hereby also presented to you in this email. 
 

I have taken the liberty of extracting the questions from the text and presenting them directly below  with a numbering as well. If you need some more context for the questions, please look in tdoc T2-011139.
 

The MExE group would be very pleased if we could get some 'official' answers on the below 8 questions!
 

 1) What is the list of 3GPP recognized standardization bodies? 

[Friedhelm Rodermund] There's no list of standardization bodies recognized by the 3GPP. This is a matter in which common sense has to be used to decide what can be considered as a recognized standardization body.
 2) Since references must be publicly available for the expected lifetime of the 3GPP TS, what is 3GPP's policy regarding referencing links on a website.  Does 3GPP require an agreement / guarantee with the website owner to provide access to the document and rights for redistribution?


[Friedhelm Rodermund] The 3GPP Policy is just to make reference to material that is publicly available.
No, 3GPP does not make any agreements with website owners in this context. The document has publicly available that's all. This doesn’t assume that the documents are free of any conditions. The 3GPP Working Groups are responsible that the references in their specs are relevant.
 3) Does 3GPP have an agreement with Sun Microsystems to guarantee the unchanged availability of the MExE referenced documents or does 3GPP have rights to reproduce the MExE Java referenced  documents?
[Friedhelm Rodermund]  No to both questions. 
 4) Does 3GPP have agreements with Sun Microsystems to take over copying and distribution rights?
[Friedhelm Rodermund]   No.
 5) What is the definition of publicly available?  
[Friedhelm Rodermund] Can be acquired by a member of the public, not necessarily free of charge. 
Is a document considered publicly available if the following is required before accessing the specification?
-         Required agreement to contribute IPR  
[Friedhelm Rodermund] I am not sure that I understand the meaning of “contribute IPR”, furher explanations will be welcomed.
-         Required Use License 
[Friedhelm Rodermund]  Yes.  Assuming  “Required Use License “ means signing / purchasing a licence from the copyright / IPR owner to use the document and thus agreeing to the terms and conditions of the licence. 
-         Required Access and Support agreement to controlled tests.
[Friedhelm Rodermund]   If it means usage licence, then yes. 
-         Required passing the controlled tests 6 months prior to building an implementation
[Friedhelm Rodermund]   This is a condition of usage of the document, not a condition of its availability.  If this means a usage licence, then yes . 
 [Friedhelm Rodermund]  I think the above questions reflect the fact that the subject matter of the license is subject to conditions in order to be used. This conditional access doesn’t prevent the availability to the public.
 6) Does 3GPP have settled copyright and IPR issues with Sun Microsystems? 
[Friedhelm Rodermund] To my knowledge, there are no specific copyright agreements with Sun. From the standardization point of view, Members of 3GPP are bound by the IPR Policies of their respective Organizational Partners. As of today, the ETSI IPR database indicates that no IPRs statements have been made by Sun regarding MExE. 
7) What type of agreement does 3GPP have with Sun Microsystems?
[Friedhelm Rodermund] SUN  Microsystems is a Member of ETSI and ETSI is an Organizational Partner of 3GPP (there is a membership link in other words). In addition, 3GPP has approved a laison relationship with SUN Microsystems (http://www.3gpp.org/Management/Liaisons.htm)
 8) What in the references is normative? Are URL’s normative or informative?
[Friedhelm Rodermund] A URL is an electronic means to access a referenced doc. A normative document is a document that has to be followed  in order to implement the standard. If a reference is normative one should be able to see from the text (e.g. " .. the x-values shall be according standard X [6] ..." - this would be a normative reference, or, " ... examples for typical y-values are given in standard Y [7] ..." - this would be  an informative reference).  An informative reference is providing additional information.
