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Instead of specifying external interfaces in 3GPP, appropriate open standards should be used for external interfaces for 3GPP terminals. A list of potential examples of such interfaces is shown in Table 1. It should be noted that the list of interfaces in Table 1 is not exhaustive and that new examples are likely to be added in the future as technical development advances. It should also be noted that proprietary external interfaces may be used in the 3GPP terminals. It is then up to the manufacturer to handle the adoption to standard interfaces.

Since the terminal external interfaces (other than the radio interface, the USIM interface and AT commands), are out of scope of 3GPP, the SDOs can develop their own physical connector specification based on their market requirements. Such specifications should be optional to allow for other terminal interface options to exist on those markets.
4.2.1
AT-commands

One important aspect for 3GPP terminals is not being specified in any other specification forum, namely the AT commands. The AT commands are necessary for 3GPP terminals and should therefore be specified in 3GPP. AT commands can be commonly used as a common protocol specification, regardless of whether a wired or wireless connection (IR or RF) is used.

Most of the AT commands will be needed both in GSM and 3GPP. For this reason there is a need to have full access in 3GPP to the GSM defined AT commands.

4.2.2 UE Functionality Split

For the current release, as described above, there are no interfaces defined by 3GPP, between the TE and MT, other than the AT command interface.

In particular, the MT shall be responsible, in conjunction with the UICC functions, for the following:

1.
All functionality associated with authenticating subscriptions

2.
All functionality associated with call control, i.e. implementing requests from the TE, MMI and UICC for access to bearers in a secure manner.

3.
Assuring that all identities regarded as secure by the network operator, including IMEI, IMSI, TMSI, TLLI etc. are not modified by the TE.
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