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8.4.4
Certificate Chain Verification

This clause presents the procedure of validation of any downloaded MExE executable. It checks for the presence of the signature used to sign the application as well as the presence and integrity of all the certificates needed to successfully verify the signature. As a result, the application under scrutiny is deemed trusted or untrusted, i.e. will be allowed execution in one of the secure domains or in untrusted area, or otherwise the application will not be allowed to be executed and will be deleted. In any outcome of the verification, the user is notified about the result. The user also may wish to see certificate details if the application is allowed to be executed on the MExE device.

The MExE device shall follow "certificate verification" procedure as described below. The procedure shall contain at least the following logical phases (not necessarily in the order stated below):

Signature and Certificate Verification Supported: Checks whether signature and certificate verification procedure is supported on the MExE ME. 

Executable with Signature and End Entity Certificate (note): Checks whether the executable contains a signature together with the corresponding end entity certificate. 

Valid Application Signature (note): This phase comprises the following checks:

-
Check if the signature and the end entity certificate formats are supported by the device. If this check fails, the application is classified as untrusted.
-
Check if the signature algorithm is supported/known by the device. If this check fails, the application is classified as untrusted.
-
Check if the signature can be cryptographically verified by using the accompanying end entity certificate . If this check fails, the application is not allowed execution and is deleted.
Complete set of Intermediate Certificates Available (note): Checks if all the necessary intermediate certificates (certificates between the RPK and the end entity certificate) are available. 

Valid RPK on (U)SIM/ME: Checks if a valid RPK (not expired) exists on the (U)SIM or on the ME that could verify a certificate chain originating from the end entity certificate accompanying the application. 

NOTE:
These steps could include validation (e.g. expiration, revocation, etc.) checking by means of e.g. OCSP, SCVP, CRL-Consultation, and etc. The use of certificate revocation checking is recommended but is not mandated or defined in this specification.

Certificate Chain Cryptographically Verified: Checks if all the certificates from the end entity certificate to the RPK can be verified cryptographically. Certificate verification shall be performed according to the functional requirements given in clause "Basic Path Validation" of RFC 2459 [43] excluding revocation checking. 

Secure Domains Supported: Checks whether MExE ME supports secure domains. 

Only if all the above checks are successful, the downloaded application is deemed trusted and is allowed to be executed in the designated trusted domain (operator, manufacturer, trusted third party). Otherwise, the application is either untrusted (execution in the untrusted area only is allowed) or deleted (execution is not allowed at all) as per the figure 7 “Certificate Chain Verification Diagram”and as explained above. The executable shall only be designated into one of the trusted domains, and it shall be possible to verify the certificate chain unambiguosly to one and only one root public key.

The MExE ME shall allow for a "user notification" procedure as described below.

It shall be possible to display certificate details to the user if requested, however, since the terminal might not have a display or might not be meant for a human user the methods presented in "user notification" section are not discussed any further in this specification. Figure 7 “Certificate Chain Verification Diagram”shows an example of the certificate chain verification procedure.
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Figure 7: Certificate Chain Verification Diagram
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