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___________________________________________________________________________

The forthcoming release of EMS is EMS Release 5 which breaks down the main limitations of previous EMS releases (Release 99 and Release 4). EMS has now got support for large images, animations (colour and greyscale), long monophonic melodies, vObjects, etc. Various organisations have recently expressed the need to improve EMS Release 5 by adding the support for polyphonic melodies.

During T2#15, four polyphonic melody formats have been proposed for discussions. Proposals were submitted by Alcatel, Digiplug, Ericsson and Motorola independently. Extensive discussions took place between the different interested parties and pros and cons of each proposal were analysed in details.

Considering the results of the debates on the identification of the most appropriate solution, Alcatel, Digiplug, Ericsson and Motorola later reached a common agreement to collaborate on the development of a single solution for the support of polyphonic melodies in EMS Release 5. The reached agreement is the following:

The four contributors will draft a single Change Request to 3GPP TS 23.040 defining a single solution for the support of polyphonic melodies in EMS Release 5. The starting point for this contribution is the widely available MIDI format (Standard MIDI File, Mobile MIDI, etc). The MIDI-based standard will be selected according to the associated standard status (working draft, frozen standard, etc). Additionally, work will be carried out on the optimisation of a transport method of the selected set of MIDI commands so to exploit the network resources as efficiently as possible. The main considerations for carrying this collaborative work are:

· minimisation of network and handset resource use for handling polyphonic melodies.

· maximisation of the exploitation of EMS handset capabilities

· royalty-free solution

The Change Request will be developed during an 3GPP adhoc meeting in early 2002 and a commonly agreed change request will be submitted to T2#16 for final approval.

