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Present Practice:

According to the present practice, the codec group SA4 discusses the MMS codecs/formats, but then needs to contribute to the specification owned by T2. This is rather an impractical situation requiring unnecessarily long time for sending to and fro LSs. 

Proposal:

In order to streamline the 3GPP discussion and specification work in this field, we believe that it might be beneficial to transfer the responsibility of the MMS codecs/formats from the TSG-T2 group to the TSG-SA4 group. We hereby propose to send an LS, upon agreement, to the SA4. The idea is to inform them about our agreed proposal and to ask them to act in response. Proposed texts for the LS are attached below.

Ideally, this should result in a new SA4 specification for the Release 5, addressing the selection and the usage of media codecs/formats in the MMS framework. The new SA4 specification should be referred to in TS 23.140.
Attachment: Proposed texts for the LS

Background

The T2 specification TS 23.140 contains a part (section 5.1.2 and 5.1.3 of the version 4.3.0) that is dedicated to the codecs/formats for Multimedia Messaging Services (MMS). It is expected that the MMS will allow in the future the integration of several new kinds of media, and MMS codecs will constitute an important topic in the framework of Release 5 work.

Proposal 

In order to streamline the 3GPP discussion and specification work in this field, the 3GPP TSG-T2 group believes it might be beneficial to transfer the responsibility of the MMS codecs/formats from the TSG-T2 group to TSG-SA4 group. We hereby kindly request that SA4 informs us if it accepts to undertake this task. Ideally, this would result in a new SA4 specification for Release 5, addressing the selection and the usage of media codecs/formats in the MMS framework. The new SA4 specification would be referred to in TS 23.140. 

Motivation

The 3GPP TSG-T2 believes that this reorganization would allow SA4 to better ensure the alignment of MMS codecs/formats with those chosen for other services, in particular for streaming. This would also eliminate the current rather impractical situation in which the codecs group SA4 discusses the MMS codecs/formats but then needs to contribute (through a lengthy liaison statement mechanism) to the specification owned by T2.
