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The SDR Forum greatly appreciates ongoing feedback from 3GPP TSG-T2/SWG1 (MExE) regarding potential SDR enhancements to MExE Technical Specifications.

In response to the MExE liaison statement to the SDR Forum from June 2000 (registered within MExE as T2x000x54), the SDR Forum wishes to clarify the process and timetable according to which the SDR Forum anticipates developing, approving, and submitting any eventual change request (CR) related to the MExE Technical Specifications (TS). Until this process has been completed and a formal change request submitted to MExE, MExE members should not be under the impression that either the SDR Forum or MExE has approved or standardised SDR solutions to the challenges being addressed in future MExE TS releases. 

In particular, MExE has been discussed in the SDR Forum’s comments submitted on June 14, 2000, in response to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Notice of Inquiry (NOI) on SDR. In these comments, the SDR Forum has stated the following with respect to MExE: 

“Security is an important issue related to software downloads, particularly for the over-the-air methods that are expected to be crucial to SDR’s commercial success.  Over-the-air electronic encryption techniques are already being developed and assessed for mobile applications and are expected to be sufficiently robust to provide the necessary security and assurances that the process will be tamper-proof.  The SDR Forum has established a formal working relationship with the group at the forefront of this work: the European Telecommunications Standards Institute’s Mobile station application EXecution Environment (“MExE”) project team.  MExE is a collection of technologies brought together from various fields in order to provide a basis for downloaded mobile applications; its goal is the development of a wireless protocol designed to be incorporated into smart mobile user terminals.  MExE will define specifications for software transfers to and from user terminals to enable service upgrades, applications, applets, and contents.  MExE standardizes capabilities that can be moved into and out of a device, and ensures secure transfer of those capabilities.  MExE’s processes apply generally to any of the forms of software download that SDR may utilize, but MExE and the SDR Forum are focusing in particular on over-the-air software downloads, both because of that method’s promise as a relatively efficient and easy download method and the greater security concerns that it raises.  MExE and the SDR Forum are currently collaborating on a process to enable over-the-air SDR software downloads with sufficient security capability and regulatory information.”

To avoid unnecessary misunderstanding, the SDR Forum would therefore like to reiterate that the SDR Forum and MExE are still in the process of identifying appropriate technical changes to enable MExE technology usage by the SDR Forum, or SDR enhancements to MExE technology, and that no formal change request has yet been submitted to MExE by the SDR Forum. 
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The current SDR Forum meetings schedule in support of MExE-related activities is presented below. The Forum’s own approval process is currently anticipated to require Task Group meetings in August and October, along with Forum General meetings in September and November, in order to fully develop, approve, and submit a final CR to MExE.

To this end, the SDR Forum intends to submit a discussion document for the forthcoming MExE August 2000 meeting, as the basis for further discussions in order to better understand the 3GPP operator challenges (such as terminal management) that can best be addressed via any eventual SDR enhancements to the MExE standards. Based on this feedback, the SDR Forum anticipates developing and approving a CR between September and November 2000, and submitting the CR to MExE in November/December 2000. 

In support of their own commercial activities, individual SDR Forum members who are also MExE members may, at their own discretion, elect to develop and submit additional CRs, either independently or in conjunction with the SDR Forum CR.

It is expected that any such CRs would then be handled in accordance with the 3GPP CR process.  The SDR Forum looks forward to continued co-operation with MExE, and to broad commercial utilization of both MExE and SDR technologies to the benefit of wireless consumers.







