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The T2 SWG3 MMS group is currently working on Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) Stage 2 specification, 3G TS 23.140, for R’00. 

One of the topics envisaged for R’00 is to enlarge the MMS addressing model. MMS R’99 supports the use of E-Mail addresses (RFC 822)and MSISDN numbers, to address the recipient of a Multimedia Message. In the case of E-Mail addresses standard internet message routing should be used. However, MMS R’99 does not specify the mechanism for dynamic mapping of MSISDN numbers to the recipient’s service provider domain. 

For R’00 MMS shall support both, dynamic translation of  E-Mail addresses and MSISDN numbers, to address the recipient of a Multimedia Message. 

Especially, for the MSISDN-addressing of a recipient in a different MMS service provider’s domain the need of MSISDN translation to a routable address has been identified. During T2#9, the T2 SWG3 MMS group discussed the use of IETF’s ENUM for this purpose. However, it was seen to be likely that some other group within 3GPP is already dealing with the address translation issue.

From document [T2-000163] S2, N3 and N4 are identified to be responsible for “addressing” issues within the building block “Call control and roaming to support IP-based multimedia services in UMTS”. Hence, T2 would kindly like to ask for these groups’ advice on whether there is a 3GPP solution available for MSISDN address translation which would be appropriate for inclusion in MMS.
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