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3GPP N1 thanks the T2 SWG1 (MExE) for their LS (tdoc N1-000289) on 5 or 6 digits IMSI HPLMN.

N1 would like to support T2 SWG1 (MExE) view that maintaining a list of MCCs in the MS along with the number of digits for that MCC is not a very satisfactory solution.

Adding a new field on the USIM to indicate how many digits of the IMSI must be used to extract the PLMN seems like a good solution from a MExE perspective. This solution could also be useful to MS manufacturers as it may be used also for SIM Lock purposes. However N1 would like to add the following comments.

(1) To be useful, this new field must be added to R99 GSM SIMs as well as USIMs. GSM-UMTS interworking is a fundamental requirement for R99.

(2) The ME behavior should ideally be defined for the case where this new field is not present on the SIM/USIM, ie. when a pre-R99 SIM is inserted. However it should be noted that at least up to R98 depending on the PLMN SIMs will contain either 5 digits or 6 digits for the IMSI HPLMN coding without any information .

(3) It would have been really useful for N1 if this field had been present on all SIMs prior to the R98 work item PCS1900 harmonisation. However as this was not the case an alternative solution had to be found to solve the signaling protocol specific problems.

In summary N1 would like to support the proposal as it is likely that it may become useful in the future when the majority of SIMs/USIMs have the new field. However until this becomes true it is unlikely that N1 will be able to use the new field for N1 protocols.


