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Introduction
SWG6 defined 4 different levels of UE requirement in Nov.’99 in Ystad.   They are,

1. Mandatory UE Requirement ; Regulatory requirement which is applicable to 3G UEs.   It is determined by each country/region and beyond the scope of 3GPP specification. e.g. Spurious emission in UK 

2. Essential UE Requirement (Unconditional); Requirement which has to be implemented in any 3G UE in order to exist in and communicate with 3G network. e.g. Chiprate of 3.84Mcps

3. Essential UE Requirement (Conditional) ; Requirement which has to be implemented under certain Service conditions.  e.g. AMR codec in UE which supports speech service

4. Optional UE Requirement ; Any other requirements than 3 requirements listed above.   It is totally up to individual manufacturer to decide whether it should be implemented or not. e.g. Network Initiated MM connection establishment
However there seems to have been some confusion with regard to the interpretation of Conditional and Unconditional in Essential UE Requirement.   

Purpose of this document is to clarify the situation, to share the same understanding and to avoid confusion.

Discussion

There seems 2 types of interpretations existing.   One type is to take conditional/unconditional criteria relative to the function supported.    That is, when speech function is supported by a terminal, AMR codec becomes Essentail UE Requirement (Unconditional) for the terminal.

Another type is to take the criteria absolute.       As speech function itself is optional, AMR codec support is Essential UE Requirement (Conditional).     And it is the suggested interpretation of the definition which is shown above.
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