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Introduction

Today the SMS service is becoming more and more popular. The number of subscribers is increasing every day and the operators are basing a large portion of their profits on this service.

The current SMS solution is pure text based without any formatting and could be considered as an old “DOS” version.

The subscribers expect evolution of SMS in the same manner as all other technology and as a standardisation organisation we can not forget about their requirements. 

Today there does not exist any open standard that could give these customers any added value to the present SMS except for the proposed enhanced Messaging Service. There exists some proprietary solutions, but they are not compatible to each other, not open to the public. 

The proposed enhanced Messaging as been defined in the Alcatel CR is fully backward compatible and includes for instance the following features to the present SMS:

· Text formatting (alignment, font size, style)

· Animations (predefined and user defined)

· Pictures (user defined)

· Sounds (predefined and user defined)

The enhanced Messaging proposal is defined in such a way that it is extremely suitable for the present SMS. The formatting, pictures formats etc are defined to take minimum space and fit into one SMS. The solution is designed in a very compact fashion so the user should not have to send any extra SMS.

One of the biggest advantages with enhanced SMS is that it is 100% backward compatible with old terminals in the sense that the users of old terminals will be able to read the text of an enhanced message; of course the formatting and pictures etc can not be showen. Note, the enhanced Messaging is an optional feature, and it is the choice of each manufacturer to support. 

Multi Media Messaging is a very interesting new functionality, although it will take a significant time before it will be available on the market and the users will be able to use it in a broader maner. Therefore the enhanced messaging has its purpose to give the present users of SMS an improved service and is a perfect step towards the MMS. We can not forget about the present millions of SMS users.

Conclusion

We believe enhanced Messaging must be agreed for inclusion in release 99.

