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Cc:
WAP Architecture Group, WAP Protocol Group, WAP Specification Committee
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January 11, 2000
Re:
Multimedia Messaging Service
The WAP Forum wishes to thank the 3GPP TSG T2 for their liaison on multimedia messaging service. The WAP Forum is delighted to see that 3GPP TSG T2 considers the Wireless Application Protocol as a prominent approach for 3GPP multimedia messaging. The WAP Forum has been studying the multimedia messaging related issues for some time and welcomes a joint effort to create multimedia messaging service for second and third generation mobile phones.

The WAP Architecture Group recognizes that the most important issue with 3GPP multimedia messaging to be handled by WAP is the definition of the message format and encoding for the delivery and retrieval PDUs as well as the MMS notification PDU. In addition, the WAP Forum will progress the other MMS PDUs and operations, such as the delivery report.

The WAP Multimedia Expert Group (MMEG) has been studying the SMIL approach for multimedia synchronization. A co-ordinated effort with W3C on SMIL subset for multimedia messaging will be started. 

The UAProf for terminal capability negotiation and the MMS security model will be studied by the relevant WAP working groups.

WAP Protocol Group is currently handling the large data transfer issue. The WAP Architecture Group understands that this work is only needed if the size of the files is considerable.

Regarding the issue of SMS as a WAP Push bearer, the WAP Forum has issued the WAP Datagram Layer Implementation Guidelines.  Part of this document provides recommendations on the use of SMS for WAP, including on issues such as concatentation and more-messages-to-send. However, the WAP Architecture group feels that the multimedia messaging service should not be tied to a single bearer.

WAP Forum will also study the issue of addressing within the encoded multimedia message.

The timetable (i.e. to have stable specifications in April) is aggressive but not impossible, although some phasing of the specification work might be needed. 

On behalf of the WAP Forum
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