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The MExE group is currently finalising the work for MExE Release 99 and MExE needs to be able to identify the operator, which issued a certain SIM card. For this purpose the IMSI is the best (only (?))  way of identifying the HPLMN, by taking the first 5 or 6 digits of the IMSI, as stated in section 2.2 in 23.003 v3.1.1. It is further mentioned in that section, that the two or three digit MNC topic, is out of that scope, and that further information can be found in GSM 03.22.

But GSM 03.22 only handles the case where a given PLMN, which the handset is registered on, and therefor knows if is five or six digits long, is compared against the IMSI HPLMN. 

The question is: What is the proper way of extracting the right number of digits (five or six) from the IMSI, to find the HPLMN?

MExE looks forward to the continued cooperation with the core network groups.

