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LIAiSON STATEMENT 

to:
3GPP TSG-T2 (Project) MexE
from:
WAP Forum Board

CC:
WAP ARchitecture, WAP FORUM SPECIFICATION COMMITTEE
date:
July 27, 1999

Re:
Support of i-mode (Tdoc T2X99089)

The Wireless Application Protocol (WAP) Forum acknowledges the recent liaison from 3GPP TSG T WG2 (Project MExE) entitled “Support of i-mode” which requests co-operation in the convergence between i‑mode and the WAP Forum’s protocols.

The WAP Forum recognises i-mode and WAP both share the same goal of enabling access to information and services from wireless devices -- mobile phones in the case of i-mode -- and that i‑mode is a proprietary specification of NTT DoCoMo.  The objectives of the WAP Forum include bringing Internet content and advanced data services to digital cellular telephones and other wireless terminals and include embracing and extending existing standards and technology wherever appropriate.

At its San Francisco plenary in June 1999, the WAP Forum received a presentation from NTT DoCoMo on i-mode, primarily on i-mode’s market acceptance. This presentation was welcomed as it vindicated the paradigm both WAP and i-mode address. The presentation was not a formal technical briefing of i-mode nor did it aim to establish convergence with WAP or the Internet's evolution in general. However the NTT DoCoMo representative did present a possible evolution path for i-mode, which, like that of the WAP Forum's current evolution plans, seeks to embrace the emerging XHTML technology. 

The WAP Forum recognises the value of aligning the WAP Architecture more closely with Internet standards. The currently published WAP Forum Roadmap includes:

· Increased access to Internet content

· HTML and HTTP convergence

To achieve these goals the WAP Forum has established formal liaisons and is actively co-operating with other organisations to converge the WAP specifications with existing and future Internet standards.  Ongoing activities include:

· Liaison and co-operation through joint membership with the W3C Mobile Access Interest and HTML Working Groups to converge WML and HTML using the XHTML specifications.

· Liaison and co-operation through joint membership with ECMA to converge ECMAScript and WMLScript.

· Discussions between the WAP Wireless Protocol Group and IETF Area Leaders on how to co‑operate in making Internet transport protocols suitable for wireless use.

The WAP Forum is in the process of revising its roadmap to reflect this increased emphasis on convergence.  This revision is based on member input and that received from other organisations. NTT DoCoMo as a member of WAP Forum can help establish this roadmap. Similarly organisations such as MExE can also provide contributions through the liaison process and via members who are active in both organisations.  This roadmap will be made available in due course.

The WAP Forum believes its convergence plans will address the issues raised in the liaison statement from MExE.  This approach could be the means by which i-mode and WAP Forum not only converge with each other, but also converge with the Internet as a whole.  The W3C, IETF and others are beginning to embrace the paradigm of mobile devices being an integral part of the Internet community.  Moreover, through attention to forward and backward compatibility issues, the WAP Forum will ensure a smooth transition of WAP devices and services to the upcoming converged specifications.

The WAP Forum believes it is a matter for MExE to determine from the respective i-mode and WAP evolution plans whether support for i-mode as a separate classmark or reserving a new classmark for the upcoming convergence is preferable.  The WAP Forum welcomes co-operation with the MExE group.  There is strong interest among the WAP membership to ensure that the WAP Specifications will meet the MExE requirements.  The WAP Forum desires to continue and improve upon the dialog between our respective organisations.
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