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R3 would like to thank S2 for the liaison received on the Cell Broadcast Service in UMTS.

In the received liaison S2 indicated that “Anyway the role of the Cell Broadcast Center is untill now not clearly defined. It could be possible to assign it to the UMTS core network.” 

In the current UMTS architecture, the UTRAN has two standardised external interfaces: the Uu and the Iu. The current assumption in R3 is that broadcast services will use the Notification Broadcast Request over the Notification SAP as specified in 23.10. On the Iu interface, a RANAP CN Information Broadcast procedure has been defined for this purpose. It is however unclear in R3 what kind of information the CN intends to broadcast over the Notification SAP, i.e. system- or service related information. R3 would appreciate clarification from S2 and CN2 on this issue.

According to the LS from S2, T2 SWG3 (Messaging) is responsible for interface 2. It is  the interpretation of R3 that this interface is not part of the Iu interface (which is within the responsibility of R3). If the CBC is located within the UTRAN and interface 2 is intended to be a new UTRAN internal interface or if interface 2 is intended to be a new UTRAN external interface, R3 would like S2 to consider if this interface is required for support of broadcast services in Release ’99 taking into consideration the tight time schedule for completing the specifications.
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