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The TSG-T-WG2-SWG2 Terminal Interface group in 3GPP is currently evaluating and defining how best to handle data synchronisation between end user devices and external world sources.  Part of this process includes identifying the state of the data synchronisation efforts currently in existence or in development by other standards development organisations (SDOs).  An in-process Technical Report covering the activities in this part of the process is available as T2 (99)669 (file ID T2-99669.doc).  This process also includes the definition of any needed protocols to bridge existing standards to 3GPP’s requirements.

Part of the identified solutions to synchronisation in 3GPP is the use of the IrDA’s IrMC Sync and OBEX with potential inclusion along the same lines as that used by the BlueTooth Consortium to include IrMC Sync and OBEX in their standards.  Another is the use of the WAP stack as the bearer over wide area networks (e.g., 3G, GSM, GPRS, iDEN®).  This latter piece of the data synchronisation ‘puzzle’ includes the development of a transitional link between the IrMC Sync and OBEX portions and WAP.  The SWG2 Terminal Interfaces group proposes to develop this interface as part of their Release 99 work.  SWG2 has also approached the IrDA about setting up a cross-SDO effort to address the issues revolving around IrMC Sync’s use in a wide area network and the relative ‘chattiness’ of the protocols in such a bit and byte sensitive environment.

In order to proceed with this effort and to accommodate these issues, we request that:-

1. All such work currently in process within the WAP Forum be identified and shared between our respective groups,

2. Formal synchronisation interface work will be investigated/performed by 3GPP as part of its Release 99 work,

3. Functionality will be defined by 3GPP and made available to the WAP Forum as desired and as needed, and

4. Ancillary functionality defined by the WAP Forum should be forwarded to 3GPP for inclusion in 3GPP’s formal synchronisation work.

SWG2 would be willing to provide a short update presentation on SWG2’s progress to date to the WAP Forum during the earliest mutually convenient WAP Forum meeting.
The contact person in 3GPP’s group is Rob Lockhart (rob.lockhart@motorola.com).






