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Subject: Reply to T2-99246: Clarification of the relationship between SUN and other industry fora





Sun Microsystems is actively involved in different industry consortiums to help define a number of industry standards. The JavaPhone API specification is currently being developed through an open process by Sun Microsystems in collaboration with other key expert groups in the telecommunications engineering community. Rather than developing alternative APIs to address issues already covered by existing standards, the JavaPhone expert group has decided to leverage existing standards and APIs such as JTAPI and MNCRS.





The Enterprise Computer Telephony Forum (ECTF) is a world wide, open, mutual benefit, non-profit organization whose goal, as detailed on its web site (�hyperlink http://www.ectf.org/ectf/membship/mission.htm ��Error! Bookmark not defined.�), is "to facilitate the interconnection and interworking of computer telephony (CT) components and technologies to promote an open and cohesive CT environment".  Sun Microsystems and other members of the JTAPI expert group have been working closely with the ECTF to define the latest versions of the Java Telephony API specification, a portable, object-oriented API for computer-telephony integrated call control. Following the release of the JTAPI 1.3 specification, Sun and ECTF are now working as "partners", and the ECTF is now the lead organization developing the JTAPI specification. The JTAPI specification defines the application interface to Java computer telephony applications and telephones or telephone systems. JTAPI provides access to one or more of the following areas of functionality: Call Control, Telephone Physical Device Control, Media Services for Telephony, and Administrative Services for Telephony. More information on JTAPI can be found on the Sun web site at http://java.sun.com/products/jtapi/.





The goal of the Mobile Network Computer Reference Specification (�hyperlink http://www.mncrs.org ��Error! Bookmark not defined.�) is to develop standards for enabling the development of Mobile Network Computers (Mobile NCs) and other mobile Java devices. This specification, released in March 1999, is a mobile extension of the Network Computer Technical Standard (see The Open Group: Network Computer on the Web at http://www.opengroup.org/public/pubs/catalog/c720.htm) which includes mobile extensions, additions and enhancements that address the needs of Mobile NC devices. Sun Microsystems, as well as other members of the JavaPhone API expert group, has participated in the development of the MCNRS specification.





The JavaPhone API is a vertical extension to the PersonalJava platform that is being developed through an open process by Sun Microsystems in collaboration with other key expert groups in the telecommunications engineering community. Many companies who are members of the JavaPhone expert group are also represented in the other fora mentioned above. The JavaPhone API, combined with the PersonalJava API, provides the ideal development and deployment platform for telephony applications and services targeted at wireless communicators and smart phones. The JavaPhone API extends the PersonalJava platform by adding access to functionality unique to client telephony devices as follows:


 


Direct telephony control


Datagram messaging


Access to address book information


Access to calendar information


Access to user information


Power management


Application installation mechanisms





The goal of the JavaPhone API is to leverage third party specifications and APIs that apply to wireless telephony devices, and to integrate them in a comprehensive API specification that addresses all the needs of the wireless telephony device market. While both MNCRS and JTAPI specifications partially address the MExE requirements, the JavaPhone APIs represents a more comprehensive attempt to define and integrate the functionality required in this specific industry. As a result, here are the components of the JavaPhone API specification based on third party specifications, and those defined by the JavaPhone expert group:�


The JTAPI Core API has been freely available for public review on the JTAPI web site since  October 1997.


The JTAPI Mobile API has been developed by an ad hoc group led by Sun, and is now part of the JTAPI 1.3 specification. The JTAPI 1.3 Early Access specification has been released for public review in April 1999. The final 1.3 release is expected by May 31.


The Power Management, AddressBook and Calendar APIs are based on the MNCRS specification. Version 1.1 of the MNCRS specification has been published in March 1999.


All other APIs (User Profile, Datagram, Power Monitor, and Install) have been defined by the JavaPhone expert group. The JavaPhone API specification has been released for Java Licensee review on April 12, 1999.





While the JavaPhone expert group hasn't set up an official liaison structure with the referenced fora, many companies who are actively participating in the definition of the JavaPhone API are also members of these fora, resulting in a fair level of interaction between all these organizations. We cannot confirm whether the other fora are aware of the MExE requirements. We believe the JavaPhone expert group is the best suited forum to help define the mandatory and optional Java APIs based on MExE requirements, since its members are making sure the relevant functionality being defined in other fora is integrated in the JavaPhone API specification. 





We look forward to a successful relationship with MExE and remain available for further c
