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SMG12 thanks SMG4 for presenting their study on an architecture supporting octet streams on a GPRS packet bearer with modem or ISDN interworking towards the fixed external networks. SMG12 does not completely understand the proposed architecture. It is not clear from the liaison whether the SMG4 proposed architecture uses a new PDP type and what the impacts on the GGSN functionality are. 

SMG12 would like to encourage SMG4 to continue the study of the H.323 based approach for modem and ISDN interworking according to the architecture as drawn below. This architecture is more modular than the architecture described in the SMG4 liaison statement as it uses the GGSN as specified for the PDP type IP. Furthermore, a comparable approach to support VoIP services is under study as a GPRS evolution in SMG12, refer to 23.20 v1.2.0.

The possible architecture shown in the figure below uses the already specified PDP type IP as a common bearer between the MS and the Gateway. This IP bearer transfers H.323 call control signalling and the OSP data stream established by H.323 signalling. The functionality reduces to the translation of data and signalling in the MS and in the Gateway. The interface between GGSN and Gateway is the Gi interface for the PDP type IP. H.323 and OSP are applications on IP and therefore transparent to the GPRS bearer service between MS and Gateway. The new specific functions are the interworking in the MS and the Gateway. The integration of the GGSN and the Gateway is an implementation option.
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