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MExE in 3GPP





1.  Introduction


This paper introduces the current work taking place and planned for the Mobile Station (Application) Execution Environment (MExE) in ETSI.  It proceeds to highlight the ETSI proposals to transfer MExE work from ETSI to 3GPP, and makes proposals for the organisation and support of MExE work in 3GPP.


2.  Overview


MExE standardisation is currently being performed by ETSI as identified in the MExE requirements.  The MExE requirements� describe MExE as follows:-





MExE provides a standardised execution environment in an MS, and an ability to negotiate its supported capabilities with a MExE service provider, allowing applications to be developed independently of any MS platform. The MS (consisting of the ME and SIM) can then be targetted at a range of implementations for MExE from small devices with low bandwidth, limited displays, low processor speeds, limited memory, MMI etc., to sophisticated devices with a complete MExE execution environment.





MExE Release 98 work being performed in ETSI applies to both GSM and UMTS.  Given the advanced stage of MExE Release 98 and its imminent finalisation, ETSI has concluded that the MExE Release 98 work should be completed within ETSI.





A MExE Release 99 work item description has been defined in ETSI, and it also applies to both GSM and UMTS.  ETSI has proposed that the MExE Release 99 work is to transferred to 3GPP.





The MExE specifications consist of two specifications:-





MExE Release 98 Stage 1 (requirements) – GSM 02.57


This specification is completed and approved





MExE Release 98 Stage 2 (functional description) – GSM 03.57


This specification is expected to be completed and approved in the first half of 1999.





No work has been commenced on MExE Release 99 work.


3.  Transfer of MExE documents from ETSI to 3GPP


It is proposed that 3GPP takes as input the following MExE documents:-





the MExE Stage 1 document (identified above) as an input specification for the support of MExE


the MExE Stage 2 document (identified above) as an input specification for the support of MExE (once it has been completed).


the ETSI Release 99 work item description, which identifies the scope of work for the MExE 1999 timeframe





and be adopted by 3GPP.  3GPP may wish to re-evaluate the MExE Release 99 work item description as part of its activities.


4. MExE group in 3GPP


In order for the MExE work to be successfully managed within 3GPP, it is proposed that 3GPP TSG-T creates a group similar to SMG4 MExE to address and support MExE work for 3G. 





This group could either be identified as a new full Working Group 4 of TSG-T, or as a Sub Working Group of WG2, and in the context of this paper is simply referred to as a 3GPP TSG-T MExE.


5.  View of the ETSI SMG4 MExE group


The SMG4 MExE delegates debated the creation of 3GPP and the transfer of MExE work to 3GPP during their latest meeting�, and came to the following conclusions:-





SMG4 MExE would like to ensure that MExE is successfully continued in 3GPP TSG-T MExE


SMG4 MExE strongly expressed the view that SMG4 MExE’s current working methods, group structure, secretary and chairman should be carried forward into 3GPP to ensure the continued success of TSG-T MExE in 3GPP


most participants in SMG4 MExE have expressed an intention to participate in 3GPP TSG-T MExE


there should be strong co-operation between SMG4 MExE and 3GPP TSG-T MExE


as far as possible, future SMG4 MExE and 3GPP TSG-T MExE meetings should be co-located


� GSM 02.57


� Fort Worth, Texas, USA 12th-14th January 1999








