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1. Overall Description:

3GPP T2 has been discussing adding capability negotiation mechanisms to the MM4 reference point in TS23.140. The issue that has been raised is related to the functionality of the GRX backbone between operator GPRS networks, and how connectivity between MMS Relay/Servers is achieved.

The input from GSMA IREG would help 3GPP T2 in the selection of the how capability negotiation could be done between MMS Relay/Servers. The following two pictures attempt to describe possible use scenarios and after that there are some pros and cons for both approaches.
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Figure 1
Figure 2


Direct TCP/IP connections between MMS Relay/Servers:

+ 
ESMTP extensions can be utilised

+
Application-layer capability negotiation is possible

 - 
Additional firewall configuration is required to enable TCP/IP connections directly from one operator’s internal core network where the MMS Relay/Server would be located to another operator’s core network.

Indirect connections between MMS Relay/Servers utilizing MTAs in between:

+
The model of hop-by-hop defined by ESMTP is used

+
Network firewall configuration might be easier for operators

+
Application-layer capability negotiation is possible

-
ESMTP extensions cannot be utilised

2. Actions:

To GSMA IREG group.

ACTION: 
T2 kindly asks GSMA IREG to give guidance on which of the models would be preferred by the operators, as this will have impact on technical solutions done in 3GPP T2 for MMS.

3. Date of Next T2 Meetings:

	T2#16
	11-15 Feb 2002
	Sophia Antipolis

	T2#17
	13-17 May 2002
	Tbd
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