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5.2
MMS Relay/Server

The MMS Relay/Server is responsible for storage and handling of messages. It may provide convergence functionality between External Servers and MMS User Agents and thus enable the integration of different server types across different networks. An Example can be found in Annex A.

It should be possible to separate the MMS Relay/Server element into MMS Relay and MMS Server elements, but an allocation of the MMS Relay/Server functionalities to such elements is not defined in this release.

The MMS Relay/Server is responsible for the following functions:-

· receiving and sending MM;

· enabling/disabling MMS function;

· personalising MMS based on user profile information; 

· MM deletion based on user profile or filtering information;

· media type conversion;

· media format conversion;

· conversion of messages arriving at the recipient MMS Relay/Server from legacy messaging systems to MM format (e.g. facsimile to MM)

· conversion of MMs leaving the originator MMS Relay/Server to legacy messaging systems to the appropriate message format (e.g. MM to internet email)

· message content retrieval;

· optional support for sreaming retrieval of media content

· MM forwarding;

· screening of MM;

· negotiation of terminal capabilities;

· checking terminal availability;

· MM notification to the MMS User Agent;

· generating call data records (CDR);

· address translation.

· address hiding

· managing the message properties on servers (e.g. voicemail or email server)  integrated in the MMSE (consistency)

· temporary and/or persistent storage of messages

· ensuring that messages are not lost until successfully delivered to another MMSE element

· controlling the reply-charging feature of MMS

6.1.7
Support for Streaming in MMS

This section defines the service behaviour specific to support for streaming in MMS. The term "According to the normal MMS framework.." indicates those statements which are not specific to streaming but described elsewhere in subclause 6.

MMS supports streaming for the retrieval of MM contents (one or more MM elements)independent of the MM submission. MM contents may be delivered either as non-streaming MM elements, or made available for streaming retrieval.  The recipient MMS Relay/Server may decide to offer a streaming presentation format of the MM contents based on the media type and the media format of the subjected MM contents. The retrieval of MM contents by the recipient MMS User Agent depends on the configuration and capabilities of the recipient MMS User Agentand/or user settings/preferences. 
The recipient MMS Relay/Server may convert media types and/or formats of MM contents to make it available for streaming retrieval. If streaming retrieval is used, the streaming-specific protocols, codecs, presentation, session negotiation and control are according to [40] and [41].

According to the normal MMS framework, the recipient MMS Relay/Server shall generate a notification which contains information to enable the recipient MMS User Agent to request the delivery of the corresponding MM.  The notification should include an indication if streaming is available for the MM elements of the current MM.  The recipient MMS User Agent will have the option to request either streamed delivery or delivery according to the normal MMS framework.
Upon streaming delivery request, the recipient MMS Relay/Server shall deliver a modified MM with one or several presentation descriptions, as one or several MM elements, in place of the corresponding streamable MM contents to the recipient MMS User Agent, if it has made the MM contents available for streaming retrieval. The format of the presentation description is as defined in [41]. MIME type of the format of the presentation description shall be used to indicate the content type of the MM elements, which contain the corresponding presentation description. The presentation description carries all required information to initiate the streaming process by the recipient MMS User Agent in order to retrieve the streamable MM content.   The MMS Relay/Server will be responsible to maintain the charging information for the streamed data and control the streaming session of prepaid users.  [for discussion] Prepaid users will receive streamable content only if it is known in advance that there is sufficeient credit to allow streaming of the complete content.
According to the normal MMS framework, the recipient MMS Relay/server shall base the generation of a delivery report on the receipt of a response to the delivery of the modified MM from the recipient MMS User Agent.

After the successful reception of the MM, which includes the presentation description, the recipient MMS User Agent may initiate a streaming process to retrieve the streamable MM contents depending on the information in the presentation description. According to the normal MMS framework, the recipient MMS User Agent may base the generation of a read-reply report either on the rendering/handling of the modified MM, or on the rendering/handling of the streamable MM contents.

7.1
MMS Reference Architecture
Figure 4 shows the MMS Reference Architecture and identifies reference points within an MMSNA that are further described below. Abstract messages are indicated in subclause 8 that describe the logical message exchange on these reference points on a high-level basis.


[image: image1.wmf] 

MM3

 

...

 

Relay

 

MMS User 

Agent A

 

External

 

Server #1

 

(e.g. E

-

Mail)

 

External

 

Serv

er #2

 

(e.g. Fax)

 

External

 

Server #N

 

“Foreign”

 

MMS

 

Relay/Server

 

MMS User 

Agent B

 

Server

 

MM1

 

MM1

 

MM4

 

MMS Relay/Server

 

MM2

 

External

 

Server #3

 

(e.g. UMS)

 

MM6

 

MM5

 

MMS User 

Databases

 

HLR

 

MMS VAS 

Applications

 

MM7

 

Streaming

 

Server

 

MM

2a

 


Figure 4: MMS Reference Architecture

7.2
MM1: MMS Relay/Server – MMS User Agent
Reference point MM1 is used to submit Multimedia Messages from MMS User Agent to MMS Relay/Server, to let the MMS User Agent pull MMs from the MMS Relay/Server, let the MMS Relay/Server push MMs to the UA, let the MMS User Agent to indicate that it is interested in initiating a streaming session to display the MM, and to exchange notifications and delivery reports between MMS Relay/Server and MMS User Agents.

Details for implementation of the MM1 transfer protocol using WAP [3] or applications conforming to MExE [4] (e.g. Java and TCP/IP) are elaborated within this specification. The WAP implementation option is described in Annex B.1. Implementations based on applications using MExE may be defined in detail in future releases. Other implementations (e.g. using other standardised Internet protocols) are not defined in this specification in this release.
7.3
MM2: MMS Relay – MMS Server

This reference point is not specified in this release of this specification. It may be specified in a future release of this specification

7.3.1 MM2a: MMS Relay – MMS Streaming Server
This reference point refers to information that must be exchanged between a MMS Relay implementation and its streaming engine implementation.  This reference point is not specified in this release of this specification. It may be specified in a future release of this specification.

8.1.2
Multimedia Message Notification

This part of the MMS service covers the notification about MM from the recipient MMS Relay/Server to the corresponding recipient MMS User Agent and involving abstract messages are outlined in Table 4 from type, and direction points of view.

Table 4: abstract messages for notification of MM in MMS

	Abstract message
	Type
	Direction

	MM1_notification.REQ
	Request
	MMS Relay/Server -> MMS UA 

	MM1_notification.RES
	Response
	MMS UA -> MMS Relay/Server


8.1.2.1
Normal Operation

The MMS Relay/Server should determine if the content of the received MM includes streamable parts and include appropriate information in the MM1_notification.REQ to allow the MMS User Agent the choice of initiating a streaming session to present the MM.  Upon receiving the MM1_notification.REQ, the recipient MMS User Agent shall respond with the MM1_notification.RES to the recipient MMS Relay/Server to acknowledge the successful reception of the MM1_notification.REQ. 

The MM1_notification.RES shall unambiguously refer to the corresponding MM1_notification.REQ.

8.1.2.2
Abnormal Operation

In this case the MMS UA shall respond with a MM1_notification.RES encapsulating a status which indicates the reason the notification could not be processed. If the MMS UA does not provide the MM1_notification.RES the MMS Relay/Server should be able to retransmit the notification at a later state.

8.1.2.3
Features

Addressing: The MM originator address may be provided to recipient MMS User Agent in the MM1_notification.REQ.
Streaming: The recipient MMS Relay/Server will provide within the MM1_notification.REQ an indication to the MMS User Agent that the new message includes elements that may be streamed to the MMS User Agent.  The indicators will include an authentication key that will be used to verify the identity of the retrieving MMS User Agent.
Time constraints: The recipient MMS User Agent shall be provided a time of expiry of the MM. In case of reply-charging the deadline for the latest time of submission of a reply-MM should be conveyed within the MM1_notification.REQ.

Reply-Charging: In case of reply-charging the MMS Relay/Server may indicate in the MM1_notification.REQ that a reply to the notified original MM is free of charge. 

Message class, message size and subject: The MM shall be qualified further by adding a message class and an approximate size to the MM in the MM1_notification.REQ. The MM may be qualified further by adding a subject to the MM. Additional qualifiers may be added. 

Reporting: If the originator MMS User Agent has requested to have a delivery report, the recipient MMS Relay/Server may convey this information to the recipient MMS User Agent in the MM1_notification.REQ. The recipient MMS User Agent may indicate in the MM1_notification.RES that it would not wish a delivery report to be created. 

Identification: In case of reply-charging when a reply-MM is notified within the MM1_notification.REQ the MMS Relay/Server should convey the identification of the original MM replied to within the same MM1_notification.REQ.

Message Reference: The recipient MMS Relay/Server shall always provide a reference, e.g., URI, for the MM in the MM1_notification.REQ. 
MM Status: The recipient MMS User Agent may indicate in the MM1_notification.RES how it intends the MM to be handled, e.g. the immediate rejection of the MM. 

8.1.2.4
Information Elements

Table 5: Information elements in the MM1_notification.REQ.

	Information element
	Presence
	Description

	Message class
	Mandatory
	The class of the MM (e.g., personal, advertisement, information service; default = personal)

	Message size
	Mandatory
	The approximate size of the MM

	Time of expiry
	Mandatory
	The time of expiry for the MM.

	Message Reference
	Mandatory
	 a reference, e.g., URI, for the MM

	Streamable
	Optional
	Indication that elements could be streamed rather than downloaded.

	Streaming-key
	Optional
	Authentication key that must be present in subsequent retrieval request for streamed elements.

	Subject
	Optional
	The title of the whole MM.

	Sender address
	Optional
	The address of the MM originator.

	Delivery report
	Optional
	Request for delivery report

	Reply-Charging
	Optional
	Information that a reply to this particular original MM is free of charge.

	Reply-Deadline
	Optional
	In case of reply-charging the latest time of submission of a reply granted to the recipient.

	Reply-Charging-ID
	Optional
	The identification of the original MM replied to if this notification indicates a reply-MM.


Table 6: Information elements in the MM1_notification.RES. 

	Information element
	Presence
	Description

	MM Status
	Optional
	The status of the MM’s retrieval

	Report allowed
	Optional
	Request to allow or disallow the sending of a delivery report to the MM originator


8.1.3
Retrieval of Multimedia Message

This part of MMS service covers the retrieval of an MM. For retrieval purposes an MM shall always be retrieved by the recipient MMS User Agent from the recipient MMS Relay/Server. Involved abstract messages are outlined in Table 7 from type and direction points of view.

Table 7: Abstract messages for retrieval of MM in MMS

	Abstract messages
	Type
	Direction

	MM1_retrieve.REQ
	Request
	MMS UA -> MMS Relay/Server

	MM1_retrieve.RES
	Response
	MMS Relay/Server -> MMS UA

	MM1_acknowledgement.REQ
	Request
	MMS UA -> MMS Relay/Server


8.1.3.1
Normal Operation

The recipient MMS User Agent shall issue an MM1_retrieve.REQ to the recipient MMS Relay/Server to initiate the retrieval process. The MMS Relay/Server shall respond with an MM1_retrieve.RES, which contains MMs control information and the MM content if the MMS User Agent has elected to download the MM content.  If the MMS User Agent indicates that the retrieval should be performed using streaming then the exchange of these abstract messages will result in the transfer of the MM presentation parts to the MMS User Agent.  The actual streaming will be initiated and the session maintained using the mechanisms specified in section 8.1.7.
After receiving the MM1_retrieve.RES, the recipient MMS User Agent shall send an MM1_acknowledgement.REQ to the corresponding MMS Relay/Server, if requested by the MMS Relay/Server. The MM1_acknowledgement.REQ shall unambiguously refer to the corresponding MM1_retrieve.RES. 

8.1.3.2
Abnormal Operation

If the recipient MMS Relay/Server can not process the MM1_retrieve.REQ, for example due to invalid content location or expiration of the message, the recipient MMS Relay/Server shall respond with either an MM1_retrieve.RES or a lower protocol layer error message encapsulating a status which indicates the reason to the MMS User Agent the multimedia message was not delivered.

If the MMS Relay/Server does not provide the MM1_retrieve.RES or the lower protocol layer error message the MMS User Agent should be able to recover.

8.1.3.3
Features

Message Reference: The recipient MMS User Agent shall always provide a reference, e.g., URI, for the MM in the MM1_retrieve.REQ. 
Addressing: The MM originator address may be provided to the recipient MMS User Agent in the addressing-relevant information field of MM1_retrieve.RES. The MM originator address shall not be provided to the recipient MMS User Agent if the MM originator has requested her address to be hidden from the MM recipient. One or several address(es) of the MM recipient(s) may be provided to the recipient MMS User Agent in the addressing-relevant information field(s) of the MM1_retrieve.RES.

Time stamping: The MM1_retrieve.RES shall carry the time and date of submission of the MM or the time and date of the forwarding of the MM.

Time constraints: In case of reply-charging the deadline for the latest time of submission of a reply-MM shall be conveyed within the MM1_retrieve.RES.

Message class, priority and subject: Information about class, priority, subject of the MM shall be included in the MM1_retrieve.RES according to their presence and value received at the MMS Relay/Server. Information about additional end-to-end qualifiers of the MM should be included in the MM1_retrieve.RES according to their presence and value received at the MMS Relay/Server.

Reporting: If the originator MMS User Agent has requested to have a read-reply report, the recipient MMS Relay/Server shall convey this information in the MM1_retrieve.RES. If the originator MMS User Agent has requested to have a delivery report, the recipient MMS Relay/Server may convey this information to the recipient MMS User Agent in the MM1_retrieve.RES. If a request for a delivery report is included in the MM1_retrieve.RES the recipient MMS User Agent shall convey the information whether it accepts or denies the sending of a delivery report to the MM originator in MM1_acknowledgement.REQ. If a delivery report is not requested, it is up to the recipient MMS User Agent to include this information in MM1_acknowledgement.REQ or not.

Reply-Charging: In case of reply-charging the MMS Relay/Server should indicate in the MM1_retrieve.RES that a reply to this particular original MM is free of charge 

Identification: The MMS Relay/Server shall provide a message identification for a message, which it has accepted for delivery in the MM1_retrieve.RES. In case of reply-charging the MMS Relay/Server shall provide the message-ID of the original MM which is replied to in the MM1_retrieve.RES.
Streaming: An indication that streaming retrieval is requested should be included in the MM1_retrieve.REQ and the identification of the streaming content should be supplied in the MM1_retrieve.RES.
Content Type: The type of the MM’s content shall always be identified in the MM1_retrieve.RES.

Content: The content of the multimedia message if added by the originator MMS User Agent of the MM may be conveyed in the MM1_retrieve.RES.

Status: In case of normal operation the recipient MMS Relay/Server may indicate in the MM1_retrieve.RES that the retrieval of the MM was processed correctly. In case of abnormal operation the recipient MMS Relay/Server shall indicate in the MM1_retrieve.RES the reason why the multimedia message could not be retrieved. The corresponding reason codes should cover application level errors (e.g. ‘the media format could not be converted’, ‘insufficient credit for retrieval’). Lower layer errors may be handled by corresponding protocols.

Forward_Counter: A Counter indicating the number of times the particular MM was forwarded. 

Forwarded_by: The address of the forwarding MMS User Agent. Multiple addresses are possible. In the multiple address case this is a sequential list of the address(es) of the forwarding MMS User Agents who forwarded the same MM.

8.1.3.4
Information Elements

Table 8: Information elements in the MM1_retrieve.REQ .

	Information element
	Presence
	Description

	Message Reference 
	Mandatory
	Location of the content of the MM to be retrieved.

	Streaming
	Optional
	Indication that the streaming version of the message is being retrieved.


Table 9: Information elements in the MM1_retrieve.RES .

	Information element
	Presence
	Description

	Message ID
	Mandatory
	The message ID of the MM.

	Streaming-key
	Optional
	Authentication key that must be present in subsequent retrieval request for streamed elements.

	Sender address
	Conditional
	The address of the originator of MM unless the originator MMS User Agent has requested her address to be hidden from the MM recipient.

	Content type
	Mandatory
	The content type of the MM’s content.

	Recipient address
	Optional
	The address of the MM recipient. Multiple addresses are possible.

	Message class
	Optional
	The class of the message (e.g., personal, advertisement, information service)

	Date and time
	Mandatory
	The  time and date of the submission of the MM or the time and date of the forwarding of the MM (time stamp)

	Delivery report
	Optional
	A request for delivery report.

	Priority
	Conditional
	The priority (importance) of the message if specified by the originator MMS User Agent..

	Read reply
	Conditional
	A request for read-reply report if the originator MMS User Agent of the MM has requested a read-reply report.

	Subject
	Conditional
	The title of the whole multimedia message if specified by the originator MMS User Agent of the MM.

	Status
	Optional
	The status of the MM retrieve request.

	Status Text
	Optional
	Description which qualifies the status of the MM retrieve request.

	Reply-Charging
	Optional
	Information that a reply to this particular original MM is free of charge.

	Reply-Charging-ID
	Optional
	In case of reply-charging this is the identification of the original MM replied to.

	Reply-Deadline
	Optional
	In case of reply-charging the latest time of submission of a reply granted to the recipient.

	Forward_counter
	Conditional
	A Counter indicating the number of times the particular MM was forwarded.  

	Forwarded_by
	Conditional
	The address of the forwarding MMS User Agent. Multiple addresses are possible. In the multiple address case this is a Sequential list of the address(es) of the forwarding MMS User Agents who forwarded the same MM.

	Content
	Conditional
	The content of the multimedia message if specified by the originator MMS User Agent of the MM. 


Table 10: Information elements in the MM1_acknowledgement.REQ .

	Information element
	Presence
	Description

	Report allowed
	Optional
	Request to allow or disallow the sending of a delivery report to the MM originator


8.1.7
Retrieval of Streamed Multimedia Message Elements
This part of MMS service covers the retrieval of an MM using the optional streaming service. An MM shall always be retrieved by the recipient MMS User Agent from the recipient MMS Relay/Server. The session establishment and setup operations for the streaming session should be according to section 5 of [41].  Capability negotiation between the MMS User Agent and the MMS Relay/Server should be completed according to the methods for the normal download of the MM contents.  The actual transfer of the streamed data should be carried out according to the specification in sections 6 & 9 of [41].  In all reference to the protocols of [41], the MMS User Agent will act as a PSS client and the MMS Relay/Server should support the necessary PSS Server functionality.
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