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Special Note:

Due to the limited time allowed for drafting after the completion of the stage 1 in December 99, this document is in effect, an incomplete stage 2 specification and contains only sufficient material for the realisation of a basic MMS. The specification must be considered an interim version as it only describes how MMS may be implemented using a variety of existing and emergent messaging technologies.   It is envisaged that all the requirements of the MMS stage 1 [3G TS 22.140] will be included in the specification as and when complete descriptions of architectural elements, protocols and message formats can be added.  This being the case, it is expected that different implementations, based on this first release, are likely to be non-interoperable.  Additionally, when the next release of the specification is completed, it is highly probable that any early implementation will not be compatible with the subsequent description of a MMS common architectural framework.   In practice, this will mean that backwards compatibility will not be guaranteed in the next release of the specification.

It is therefore recommended that this version of the specification shall only be used for technical and marketing trials of a MMS and not for commercial deployment.

Abstract of document:

MMS is to be considered the successor to 2G non-real-time messaging systems such as the Short Message Service (SMS) in GSM.  Such 2G messaging systems, though popular, are subject to many limitations and for this reason a new multi-media messaging service is defined.  

MMS is intended to overcome the limitations of limited length, text-only messaging while also allowing the integration with a wide range of messaging technologies found in existing telecommunication networks, the internet and enterprise environments. 

Multi-media messages will be able to contain a range of media formats such as text, images, audio and video though no specific types are mandated in this version.

Outstanding Issues:
1) Completion of a precise definition of MMS architectural components

2) Identification of a minimum set of mandatory supported media formats

3) IPR related to mandating specific popular media formats owned by organisations that are not members 3GPP

Contentious Issues:
1) If this specification is used as the basis of commercially deployed services then it must be expected that interoperability problems between the equipment of different vendors will be experienced.

2) Future versions of the MMS specification cannot be guaranteed to be backwards compatible to this interim version of the specification.

3) This version of MMS is partially dependant upon the availability of WAP Forum capabilities and services that may not be available at the time of publication.

