Vancouver/Whistler BC,Canada Information

Climate
British Columbia has a very moderate climate compared to most of Canada.   Temperatures at Whistler will be approx  -5 to 0C in late March, and there will be snow or slush on the ground.   Bring warm clothing including sweaters.  For those skiing, bring your skiing clothes.  Skis may be rented at Whistler.
Customs
1.14  litre (40 oz) of alcoholic beverage, or 24-12oz beer, or 1.5 litre wine plus 200 cigarettes, plus reasonable personal effects(such as one still camera, one movie or video camera, personal jewellery etc) may be brought in duty free and taken out on departure.  Narcotics, drugs, pornographic material and firearms are prohibited. Unlimited foreign currency, traveller's cheques, money orders etc may be brought into the country. 
Visas
Canadian regulations for visitation VISAs may be found at http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/index.html .  A list of those countries for which a VISA is required as well as VISA-exempt countries may be found at: 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visas_e.html 

Health regulations
No innoculations or vaccinations are required.  Pets require a rabies certificate.  Canada does not require visitors to have medical examinations.  For details see:

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/medexams-e.html
Travel to the Whistler, BC MExE Meeting

Visitors may arrive through the Vancouver International Airport (YVR) or that of Seattle, WA (SEA), (a 3 hour drive north to Vancouver, BC).

Travel to Whistler BC, an internationally-famous ski resort , is by rented automobile, bus, or train.   Whistler is a 4.5 hour bus ride from the Vancouver airport, 2.75 hour train ride from north Vancouver (highly recommended).   This may require staying a night in downtown Vancouver due to the early departure to Whistler.

.
From Vancouver International Airport (YVR) or Downtown Vancouver:

Bus:   -Perimeter Transportation (604) 266-5386. www.perimeterbus.com 53$CA 1way.  

           Leaves YVR: 07:00, 09:30, 11:30, and every hour to 21:30, 23:30 (some express). 

           Leaves  most downtown Vancouver hotels: 07:30, 10:00, 18:00, 22:00  see site.                                

From Downtown or North Vancouver

Bus:    Greyhound Bus 800 661-8747 , downtown Vancouver, 20$CA one way.     Leaves Main & Terminal Sts,  06:30,08:00,11:00, 13:00. 15:00, 17:00, 19:00 www.greyhound.ca 
Train:  -BC Rail, North Vancouver (20 min cab ride from downtown, or Amtrak station)

             Departs once/day at 07:00, Arrive Whistler 09:45.  Breakfast included.

             Departs Whistler once/day at 18:40, arrive N. Vancouver 21:15. Dinner included.


 Fare: 69$CA round trip including tax and 2 meals.

From Seattle SEATAC Airport (SEA) to Vancouver, BC:

Seattle is a 3 hour drive (plus customs wait) south of Vancouver. 

Bus:    -Quick Shuttle (206) 684-9373 36 $US one way.  Leaves below United Airlines. 

From Downtown Seattle to Vancouver , BC:


Train:  - Amtrak www.amtrak.com  28$US one way 

               Leaves at 07:45 arrives 11:40

Bus:     - Amtrak leaving at 10:45, 13:15, 18:00, 21:00 approx 3.5 hrs.

Tourist Websites:

  BC:  www.hellobc.com - lists special rates for downtown Vancouver hotels          

           www.tourismvancouver.com  - Convention & Visitors Bureau Online

           www.vancouverwow.com  - downtown hotels and restaurants 

           www.travel.bc.ca  

           www.tourismwhistler.com  - official Whistler home page

           www.expedia.com/daily/wg/seattle.asp?quer=seattle - Seattle, WA Site

Banks & Currency
Banks provide standard services nationwide, Monday through Friday, except public and bank holidays, between 9:00 AM. and 5:00 PM, but may vary by bank.  The Canadian currency is the Canadian Dollar ($CA), and at the present time is worth approx. 0.65 $US.  Whistler has both a Royal Bank and a Toronto Dominion bank within walking distance.   Restaurants will charge significantly more to exchange US currency.   A currency exchange center is located at the Canadian-US border, 30 min. south of Vancouver.  Additionally, all major Canadian banks will exchange US currency or travelers checks and at a more favorable exchange rate that most merchants.   Canadian currency is available in the following amounts.  (This is identical to the US with the addition of a $2 coin and no $1 bill):

Coin:  $2 ,  $1,   Quarter (4/$),  Dime (10/$),  Nickel (20/$), and Penny  (100/$)  Paper Bills:  $1000, $100, $50, $20, $10, $5
Travellers cheques / credit cards / debit cards
US dollar travellers cheques can be conveniently cashed at all banks.  Major international credit cards, such as American Express, Mastercard and VISA are accepted by some bank cash machines, restaurants, hotels and shops.  Some debit and cash machine cards are accepted by cash machines–identify by network logo. 

Business hours
Most businesses in Vancouver are open Monday through Saturday.   Most shopping centers are open Sunday.   Merchants in Whistler, being a resort, are open 7 days a week.

Rental cars
The Seattle and Vancouver Yellow Pages list local and international automobile rental companies.   A valid International Driver License is necessary.   Automobiles rented in Seattle may be driven into Canada.   Please verify with the agent prior to renting that they may be left in Vancouver if desired.   It is recommended that attendees unused to driving in snow take either a bus or train to Whistler from Vancouver.  Hertz, Budget, Avis all have offices at Whistler.

Taxis
All taxis in Vancouver use meters.   Limousines and shuttle vans may have fixed rates for travel to downtown Vancouver.

Telephone & Fax
In Canada, you can contact virtually any city in the world without difficulty.  Canada shares the same country code and area code system  as the United States.  The Vancouver and Whistler, BC area code is 604.  International phone calls, telegraph, telex, and bureau fax services are available at International Telecommunication Services Center, near Bangkok's Central Post Central as well as in most hotels.
Tipping
It is customary to tip hotel personnel who have given good personal service. A 15% tip is appreciated in restaurants, particularly where service charge is not included.
Clothing
Warm winter clothing including sweaters and parkas will be needed.   For those desiring to ski, equipment rentals are available at Whistler.  Clothing would have to be purchased. 
Electricity
Canada operates exclusively on 115 volt, 60 cycle AC power, identical to the US. Please adapt your laptop as appropriate.
Postal services
To send letters or packages to any desired destination is very convenient for visitors to Canada Post offices as well as most hotels offer good postal services.  Also available are overnight couriers such as United Parcel Service, Federal Express, and DHL (contact concierge for pickup).  Whistler has its own post office in Village North, 1 mile from the Westin.
